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by 

Heather 
World 


Parks  Bond 
Needs  Push 
to  Include 
Glen  Canyon 

Come  November,  San  Francisco 
voters  will  be  asked  to  approve 
another  multimillion-dollar 
bond  measure  to  renovate  City  parks, 
and  although  Glen  Canyon  is  not  cur- 
rently included  on  the  City's  working 
list  of  possible  projects, 
officials  say  it  is  too 
soon  to  worry  about  the 
omission. 
"I  met  with  senior  Recreation  and 
Park  folks  who  are  facilitating  that  pro- 
cess and  it's  very  clear  that  Glen  Can- 
yon is  still  in  the  running,"  said  District 
Eight  Supervisor  Scott  Wiener,  who 
represents  Glen  Park. 

All  projects  currently  proposed  for  the 
2012  Parks  Bond  are  subject  to  change, 
reassured  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment spokeswoman  Connie  Chan. 

The  2012  bond — like  its  predeces- 
sor, the  2008  Clean  and  Safe  Neigh- 
borhood Parks  Bond — would  generate 
about  $185  million  to  fund  major  capi- 
tal projects  in  parks  across  the  city.  A 
smaller  portion  of  money  would  be  set 
aside  for  smaller  community-initiated 
projects. 
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Community  Improvement  Plan 
Gets  Green  Light  from  City  Hall 


Improvement  plan  for  the  village  calls  for  making  traffic-choked  streets  safer  for  pedestrians  and  cyclists.         Photo  by  Chris  Hardy. 


by 

Rachel 
Gordon 


Nearly  a  decade  in  the  mak- 
ing, the  Glen  Park  Com- 
munity Plan — the  City's 
blueprint  to  guide  future  development 
and  streetscape  and  transportation 
improvements  in  the  neighborhood — 
has  finally  been  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors. 

The  overarching  goal 
is  to  retain  the  "village" 
charm  of  the  commercial  district  while 
making  it  a  safer  and  more  attrac- 
tive place  to  live,  work  and  visit.  City 
agencies  held  numerous  neighborhood 
workshops  over  the  years  and  solicited 
suggestions  and  criticisms  from  the 
public  to  help  craft  the  document. 
"It  will  allow  us  to  move  forward  on  a 


lot  of  terrific  transportation,  pedestrian 
safety  and  other  projects  to  improve  the 
neighborhood  and  really  make  it  better 
than  it  already  is,"  said  Supervisor  Scott 
Wiener,  Glen  Park's  representative  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  The  board 
vote  in  favor  was  unanimous. 

The  plan  outlines  a  series  of  short- 
term  projects  that  can  be  implemented 
within  five  years,  such  as  widening  the 
sidewalks  near  Bosworth  and  Diamond 
streets,  planting  more  trees,  under- 
grounding  overhead  utility  wires,  mak- 
ing the  crosswalks  near  the  BART  sta- 
tion more  visible,  adding  parking  for 
bikes,  calming  traffic  on  San  Jose  Ave- 
nue, developing  a  plan  to  create  a  land- 
scaped "greenway"  linking  downtown 
Glen  Park  with  Glen  Canyon  Park, 


and  converting  some  curbside  parking 
spaces  into  so-called  parklets — pockets 
of  open  space  that  may  include  cafe 
chairs  and  tables  and  plants. 

Longer-term  projects  also  are  included 
in  the  plan.  Among  them:  studying  the 
feasibility  of  bringing  a  portion  of  Islais 
Creek  that  runs  beneath  downtown 
Glen  Park  above  ground,  revamping 
the  BART  station  plaza,  and  redesign- 
ing traffic  flow  at  the  intersections  of 
Joost  Avenue  and  Monterey  Boulevard; 
Arlington,  Wilder  and  Natick  streets; 
Bosworth  Street,  Arlington  Street  and 
the  Interstate-280  onramp;  and  Bos- 
worth and  Lyell  streets.  Changes  could 
include  tweaking  traffic  signal  dura- 
tions, reducing  the  speed  limit  and 
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by 

Bonnee 
Waldstein 


GPA  Elects  Officers  and 
Reviews  Planned  Parks 
Improvements 

The  focus  was  on  Glen  Canyon  Park's 
imminent  improvements  as  members 
of  the  Glen  Park  Association  voted  at 
the  January  meeting  to 
keep  a  familiar  slate  of 
officers  for  2012.  Presi- 
dent Michael  Rice  was 
elected  to  serve  his  sev- 
enth term.  The  other  GPA  officers  are 
Carolyn  Deacy,  vice-president;  Den- 
nis Mullen,  treasurer;  Heather  World, 
recording  secretary;  Michael  Ames, 
corresponding  secretary;  and  Sally 
Ross,  membership  secretary. 

Karen  Mauney-Brodek,  of  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment, brought  association  members 
up  to  date  at  the  meeting,  describing 
coming  improvements  to  the  park's 
playground  and  trails.  The  renovation 
design  will  be  completed  this  spring, 
and  construction  will  begin  in  the  fall. 


using  funds  from  the  2008  Clean  and 
Safe  Neighborhood  bond  act. 

The  construction  area  will  be  off 
limits  for  10  months  while  the  work 
is  being  done,  she  said.  Completion  is 
expected  in  May  2013.  But  for  Phase  2 
park  improvements,  we  will  need  grants 
and  matching  funds. 

The  renovation  design 
will  be  completed 
this  spring,  and 
construction  will 
begin  in  the  fall. 

During  a  14-month  process  of  com- 
munity meetings,  Glen  Park  residents 
debated  Phase  1  priorities.  In  addition 
to  the  trails  and  playground,  the  final 
list  includes  basic  upgrades  to  the  Rec 
Center,  including  wheelchair-accessible 


restroom  facilities;  a  new  entry  plaza; 
relocation  of  the  tennis  courts,  and 
improvement  of  the  Elk  Street  entrance 
with  a  vehicle  drop-off  point,  among 
other  changes. 

Looking  beyond  the  current  projects, 
Rec  and  Park  is  also  planning  for  a  20 1 2 
bond.  Department  officials  are  doing 
community  outreach  now  for  feedback 
on  a  new  wish  list.  By  June  they  hope 
to  bring  a  proposal  before  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  approval  to  go  on  the 
November  ballot.  Eighteen  parks  and 
playgrounds  were  selected  for  inclu- 
sion; closest  to  Glen  Park  are  George 
Christopher  Playground,  Balboa  Park 
and  Pool,  and  Douglass  Playground. 
Heather  World's  story  about  the  parks 
bond  begins  on  Page  1. 

For  more  information  on  park 
and  playground  renovations,  visit 
http://sfrecpark.org/GlenParkProject. 
aspx. 

Trails  project  information  is  at 
http://sfrecpark.org/GIenParkUrban- 
TrailsProgram.aspx.  ♦ 


^  FROM  THE  EDITORS  ^ 


Spring  will  be  upon  us  soon  and  once 
again  we  will  have  a  chance  as  a  com- 
munity to  celebrate  the  new  season, 
with  the  return  of  the  Glen  Park  Farm- 
ers' Market. 

Scheduled  to  run  on  Sundays  from 
April  1  to  Nov.  18,  the  market  will 
operate  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  in  the 
BART  parking  lot  on  Bosworth  Street, 
between  Diamond  and  Arlington 
streets.  Jointly  sponsored  by  the  Glen 
Park  Merchants  Association  and  the 
Pacific  Coast  Farmers'  Market  Associa- 
tion, the  weekly  event  proved  to  be  a 
great  success  during  last  year's  inaugu- 
ral season  and  we're  looking  forward  to 
Year  Two. 

Since  our  last  issue  in  December,  a 
lot's  been  happening  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Manzoni,  the  new  Italian  res- 
taurant on  Diamond  Street  just  up  the 
block  from  Tyger's,  opened  and  has 
been  packed  every  night  since.  Owner/ 
operator  Manhal  Jweinat,  who  also 
runs  the  Higher  Grounds  coffee  shop 
nearby,  finally  got  his  new  edition  up 
and  running.  He  always  said  it  would 
open,  we  just  never  knew  when.  We're 
happy  to  report  that  the  wait  was  worth 
it. 

We're  also  cheered  by  the  news  that 
our  beloved  Cheese  Boutique,  soon 
to  be  bounced  from  its  storefront  on 
Chenery  Street  to  make  way  for  a  new 


property  owner,  won't  be  going  far. 
Check  out  the  details  in  our  Page  4 
story  that  highlights  yet  again  why  Glen 
Park  is  a  great  place  to  live  and  do  busi- 
ness; it's  a  tale  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
good  neighbor. 

And  now,  we  want  to  report  on  some 
changes  at  the  all-volunteer  Glen  Park 
News. 

Our  longtime  editor-in-chief,  Eliza- 
beth Weise,  has  stepped  down  from 
that  post  after  putting  in  more  than  a 
half-dozen  years  overseeing  what  has 
become  one  of  San  Francisco's  best 
neighborhood  newspapers  (in  our 
biased  opinion).  Elizabeth  will  continue 
to  keep  on  top  of  the  neighborhood 
news  as  the  digital  editor  of  the  Glen 
Park  Association  news  blog,  which  can 
be  found  at  glenparkassociation.org. 
Our  print  paper's  online  sister  publica- 
tion provides  up-to-the-minute  news 
about  Glen  Park.  There,  you  can  read 
about  Coyote  sightings,  neighborhood- 
centric  City  Hall  votes  and  the  comings 
and  goings  in  our  commercial  village. 
Elizabeth  put  in  countless — and  we  do 
mean  countless — hours  overseeing  the 
Glen  Park  News,  while  also  attending 
to  her  demanding  duties  as  staff  writer 
for  USA  Today.  Those  of  us  who  are  car- 
rying on  offer  her  our  heartfelt  thanks. 

Rachel  Gordon,  who  served  as  Eliza- 
beth's deputy  editor,  has  moved  up  a 


notch  in  the  staff  box,  but  don't  let  the 
title  fool  you.  Rachel  relies  heavily  on 
Denis  Wade,  a  top-notch  copy  editor 
who  always  stays  on  top  of  things  and 
keeps  us  moving  forward.  Longtime 
contributor  Gail  Bensinger  has  stepped 
up  to  assume  more  editing  duties;  Chris 
Hardy  remains  our  steadfast  photo 
chief;  and  Nora  Downey  continues  in 
her  essential  role  as  advertising  man- 
ager. 

We  also  welcome  to  the  fold  our  new 
layout/design  director,  Jack  Orsulak, 
a  veteran  in  the  field  of  print,  multime- 
dia and  Internet  design,  including  the 
New  York  Daily  News  website.  Sharp- 
eyed  readers  will  notice  his  design  skills 
throughout  this  issue,  from  our  new 
nameplate  on  Page  1  to  the  Community 
Calendar  on  Page  16.  Jack  takes  over 
from  Mary  Horner  Mottola,  who — like 
Elizabeth — spent  many,  many  hours 
(often  well  past  midnight  after  her  kids 
were  in  bed)  putting  the  paper  together. 
Mary,  too,  has  our  gratitude.  And  Mur- 
ray Schneider  has  offered  to  take  over 
distribution. 

We're  fortunate  that  Glen  Park  has  a 
wealrh  of  news  professionals  who  enjoy 
telling  our  neighborhood's  stories,  and 
a  talented  corps  of  reporters  and  colum- 
nists who  keep  us  abreast  of  what's  hap- 
pening. Not  to  mention  our  readers. 
Thanks  to  you  all.  ♦ 


Spring  2012  |  Glen  Park  News 


^  GPA  PRESIDENT'S  COLUMN  ♦ 


by 

Michael 
Rice 


When  I  started  to  write  the  GPA  col- 
umn for  this  issue,  I  clicked  through 
the  "GP  News"  folders  on  my  Mac,  to 
stir  my  thoughts  on  new  topics.  May 
I  admit  to  being  shocked  to  see  that 
■  I  have  been  writing  as 
president  of  the  Glen 
Park  Association  since 
2004?  I  had  almost  lost 
count.  Yes,  the  GPA 
officers  were  reelected  easily  at  the 
January  membership  meeting,  and  this 
will  be  my  eighth  year  as  president.  But 
this  is  a  new  year,  with  new  goals  for 
the  neighborhood.  So  this  column  will 
try  to  stir  you  to  help  with  the  goals. 

Last  December,  I  wrote  that  the 
"Glen  Park  Canyon  Trails  Plan  and  the 
Glen  Canyon  Park  Improvement  Plan, 
after  much  community  input,  were 
approved  in  concept  and  are  moving 
into  detailed  design." 

The  Glen  Canyon  Park  Improvement 
Plan,  as  we  have  heard  at  meetings  or 
followed  in  the  Glen  Park  News  stories, 
is  a  $22  million  project.  When  we  saw 
this  number  at  the  community  meet- 
ings, some  of  you  said,  "Why  are  we 
going  for  a  $22  million  plan?  Where 
will  the  money  come  from?"  City  staff 


responded,  in  so  many  words:  "If  this  is 
the  plan  that  the  community  wants,  we 
will  find  the  money."  About  $7  million 
is  in  hand,  from  the  2008  Recreation 
and  Park  capital  improvement  bond. 
The  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  are 
now  in  the  midst  of  planning  a  $185 
million  capital  improvement  bond  for 
the  November  2012  ballot  (See  story  on 
Page  I.) 

We  All  Must  Speak  Up 

The  November  bond  measure  will 
list  specific  park  projects  across  the 
city,  and  we  want  to  make  sure  that 
the  Glen  Park  project  is  included;  right 
now  we're  hopeful.  We  have  already 
asked  GPA  members  to  contact  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  and 
Supervisor  Scott  Wiener  about  the 
great  merits  of  the  recreation  center 
plans  to  serve  Glen  Park  and  surround- 
ing neighborhoods.  We  will  ask  you  to 
keep  lobbying  the  supervisors  and  park 
officials  until  the  details  are  cemented 
in  early  summer. 

The  neighborhood  must  mobilize  for 
the  bond  election  with  posters,  flyers, 
and  meet-and-greets  with  other  neigh- 
borhoods,  and   provide   support  for 


The  mission  of  the  Glen  Park  Association  is  to  promote  the  collective  inter- 
ests of  all  persons  living  in  Glen  Park,  to  inform  and  educate  about  neigh- 
borhood and  cirywide  issues,  to  promote  sociability  and  friendships  and  to 
support  beneficial  neighborhood  projects. 

GPA  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  AND  OFFICERS  FOR  2012 
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their  park  projects  in  this  election,  to 
win  voter  approval. 
Further  Lobbying  Needed 

I  also  wrote  in  December  that  the 
"Glen  Park  Community  Plan,  after  a 
10-year  effort,  was  just  approved  by  the 
Planning  Commission.  The  outcome 
was  clearly  the  result  of  deep  neigh- 
borhood engagement.  We  will  press 
City  agencies  for  early  implementation 
of  needed  traffic  improvements  in  the 
plan." 

Remember  the  many  meetings  about 
the  community  plan,  congestion, 
pedestrian  safety  at  Diamond  and 
Bosworth,  BART  access?  The  approvals 
by  the  Planning  Commission  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  means  that  real, 
on-the-ground   improvements   at  the 


Diamond-Bosworth  intersection  can 
get  designed,  funded  and  built.  But  we 
can't  let  up  in  lobbying  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Municipal  Transportation  Agency, 
Caltrans  and  BART  to  follow  through. 
Local,  regional,  state  and  federal  funds 
need  to  be  allocated  to  fix  the  side- 
walks, crossings  and  traffic  patterns  on 
Diamond,  Bosworth,  Arlington  and 
Lyell  streets. 

So,  along  with  the  current  effort 
on  the  park  project  funding,  we  will 
keep  the  spotlight  on  the  Glen  Park 
plans  until  our  tax-funded  partners 
in  government  make  these  good  plans 
happen.  ♦ 

Michael  Rice  is  president  of  the  Glen  Park 
Association. 


TRACKING  HISTORY  IN  GLEN  PARK  ^ 

For  a  total  change  of  pace  at  the  January  GPA  meeting,  Richard 
Brandi,  architectural  historian  and  San  Francisco  native,  presented 
a  slide  show  about  the  "lost"  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  line  that 
once  connected  San  Francisco  and  San  Jose,  and  whose  route  took  it 
through  the  Mission  and  Glen  Park. 

The  original  rail  line  operated  from  1863  until  1907,  and  then  con- 
tinued as  a  branch  line  until  1942.  It  ran  through  the  Bernal  Cut,  which 
today  is  San  Jose  Avenue.  It  crossed  Dolores  Street  at  28th  Street,  mean- 
dering past  houses  and  backyards,  with  coal-fired  steam  engines  belching 
black  soot  all  along  the  way. 

Brandi  traced  a 
fascinating  journey 
along  the  old  route, 
finding  remnants 
and  reminders  of  the 
tracks,  with  houses 
and  other  structures 
placed  strategically 
and  sometimes  awk- 
wardly to  make  way 
for  the  trains  to  pass. 

With  the  rise  of 
autos  and  trucks  and 
the  decline  of  trains, 
large  lots  of  land  were 
vacated    where  the 

train  car  barns  once  stood.  Many  of  them  became  sites  for  present-day 
supermarkets,  such  as  the  Safeway  on  Mission  near  30th  Street. 

Information  on  San  Francisco  train  history,  including  a  current  project 
to  save  the  only  standing  brick  roundhouse  in  California — in  Brisbane — 
is  at  www.sftrains.org.  ♦ 


Photo:  San  Francisco  History  Center.  San  Francisco  Public  Library 


GLEN  PARK  FARMERS'  MARKET 

Sunday,  April  1,  10  am  -  2  pm 

Bosworth  and  Arlington  streets,  in  the  BART  parking  lot. 
every  Sunday  through  November  25,  2012. 

For  information,  visit  facebook.com/GlenParkVillageFarmersMarket. 
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Sushi,  Pasta  and  a  Pinch  of  Neighborly  Love 


by 

Ashley 
Hathaway 


Our  downtown  village  has  seen 
a  few  changes  lately,  and  there 
are  more  to  come. 
Glen  Park  recently  witnessed  the 
Diamond  Street  ice  cream-smoothie- 
juice-bar  joint  change  from  Eggettes 
to  Rockit  Swirl — then  welcomed  the 
long-anticipated  open- 
ing of  Manzoni  Italian 
restaurant,  also  on  Dia- 
mond Street. 
The  latest  addition  to 
Chenery  Street:  Tataki  Canyon,  which 
took  over  the  space  of  the  short-lived 
wine  and  oyster  bar  Sel  et  Vin.  Tataki 
Canyon  is  the  third  sushi  bar  from  the 
local  Tataki  restaurant  chain — other 
locations  are  on  California  Street  and 
Church  Street — and  appears  to  be 
thriving  here  in  our  ever-changing 
neighborhood. 

What's  next?  A  new  "self-service" 
membership  fitness  gym — the  name 
to  be  determined — sprouting  from  the 
first  Bernal  Heights  location.  Fit  Ber- 
nal  Fit.  Glen  Park's  new  gym,  owned 
and  operated  by  Dean  and  Jeanne  Erik- 
sen,  will  move  into  the  666  Chenery 
St.  storefront  that  has  been  the  long- 
time home  of  the  Cheese  Boutique. 

The  Eriksens  had  been  looking  at 
Glen  Park  to  open  their  second  self- 
service  gym  for  more  than  a  year,  and 
quickly  took  advantage  of  an  opportu- 
nity when  the  Chenery  Street  property 
went  on  the  market. 

As  it  turns  out,  they  said,  many  of 
their  loyal  Fit  Bernal  Fit  customers 
live  in  Glen  Park,  and  their  recipe  for 
success  is  "not  to  compete  with  other 
businesses,  but  to  have  an  emphasis  on 
community  and  invest  in  the  neighbor- 
hood." Both  Dean  and  Jeanne  feel  it's 
important  to  create  a  non-intimidating 
place  where  people  feel  comfortable 
exercising  and  can  use  the  gym  more 
frequently  with  flexibility  throughout 
the  day  or  night — a  truly  unique  aspect 
of  a  self-service  gym.  They  plan  to  offer 
other  services  for  members,  which  may 
include  personal  training  sessions  and 
dog  walking. 

But  what  will  become  of  our  beloved 
neighborhood  cheese  shop? 

Fear  not,  fans  of  fancy  fromage! 
Rachid  ("Rick")  and  Nada  Malouf. 
who  have  owned  and  operated  the 
neighborhood  shop  since  1993,  had  a 
stroke  of  good  luck  when  Glory  and 
Marian  Dalere,  the  mother-daughter 
team  who  own  and  operate  Daleres 
Beauty  Salon  next  door,  got  word  that 
a  new  business  was  forcing  the  Maloufs 
out.  The  Daleres  offered  to  rent  their 


Cheese  Boutique  owners  Rachid  "Rick"  and  Nada  Malouf  with  Dalere's  owners  Glory  and  Marian  Dalere,  and  their  cousin, 

Ed  Diao.  who  will  be  doing  construction  on  the  property.  Photo  by  Michael  Waldstein. 


current  space  to  the  family-run  Cheese 
Boutique. 

Coincidentally,  the  Daleres  have 
been  remodeling  the  back  space  of 
their  building,  and  will  eventually  use 
that  space  exclusively  for  their  beauty 
salon — with  a  new  entrance — leaving 
the  front  of  the  building  available  for 
the  cheese  shop.  They  also  offered  the 
Maloufs  a  long-term  lease,  so  they  don't 
have  to  worry  about  being  uprooted 
again. 

"I  told  Rick  that  this  is  what  our 
community  does;  we  help  each  other 
out,"  said  Marian  Dalere. 

Word  arrived  on  "leap  day" — Feb. 
29 — that  the  needed  City  permits  had 
been  approved.  So  the  Cheese  Bou- 
tique will  soon  have  a  new  home  at  660 
Chenery  St. 

Looking  back,  luck  played  a  part 
in  this  story  from  day  one.  Not  only 
has  the  neighborhood  supported  the 
Cheese  Boutique — which  also  is  known 
for  its  great  deli  sandwiches  and  Middle 
Eastern  fare — with  the  utmost  loyalty 
over  the  years,  Glory  Dalere  was  the 
Maloufs'  very  first  patron  back  in  1993. 
Knocking  on  their  window  before  the 


shop  had  opened,  she  waved  a  dollar  bill  nothing  but  a  single  bag  of  popcorn 

and  demanded  to  be  the  first  customer,  to  offer,  and  she  accepted  the  exchange, 

exclaiming  it  was  "good  luck"  because  As  they  say,  the  rest  is  history.  ♦ 
she  was  a  neighbor.  The  Maloufs  had 


Community  Improvement  Plan 
Gets  Green  Light  from  City  Hall 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 
installing  pedestrian  islands. 

In  addition,  the  plan  imposes  new 
height  restrictions  on  new  develop- 
ment: reducing  it  from  40  feet  to  35 
feet  on  portions  or  Diamond,  Wilder 
and  Chenery  streets,  and  allowing 
an  additional  five  feet  (to  45  feet) 
on  portions  of  Bosworth  and  Dia- 
mond streets,  Joost  Avenue  and  Mon- 
terey Boulevard  for  taller  ground-floor 
storefronts. 

"The  plan  emphasizes  pedestrian  and 
transit  movement  in  the  core  of  Glen 
Park,"  City  planner  Jon  Swae  said  after 
it  was  approved.  "The  plan  will  result  in 
improved  pedestrian  conditions,  transit 
access  and  public  spaces." 

The  way  it  is  now,  he  said,  leaves  a  lot 
to  be  desired:  "Glen  Park  has  a  unique 
Village'  atmosphere  that  residents  love. 
However,  Glen  Park's  'village'  charac- 


ter is  threatened  by  transportation  and 
circulation  challenges. 

"Glen  Park  is  a  small  neighborhood 
that  sits  at  a  major  transportation  inter- 
change. Thousands  of  pedestrians, 
transit  vehicles  and  automobiles  pass 
through  the  small  area  each  day.  ...  The 
plan  formalizes  a  community  vision  for 
Glen  Park  as  a  walkable,  transit-friendly 
neighborhood  with  a  thriving  commer- 
cial district." 

Now,  of  course,  comes  the  hard  part: 
implementation. 

The  San  Francisco  Municipal  Trans- 
portation Agency  received  a  $3.4  mil- 
lion federal  grant  to  help  kick-start 
some  of  the  projects,  with  local  match- 
ing dollars  to  be  added  to  the  funding 
pot. 

"Right  now  we  are  determining  which 
of  the  identified  projects  are  able  to  be 
implemented  in  the  next  few  years," 
said  the  agency's  spokesman  Paul  Rose. 
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Music,  Food  and  Fun  on  Tap  for  Annual  Street  Fair 


by 

Susan 
DeRisi  and 
Meghan 
Makielski 


A perfect  six  hours  in  Glen  Park 
on  Sunday,  April  29:  Roll  out 
of  bed  at  9:30  and  amble  down 
to  the  village.  Grab  a  cup  of  coffee 
from  your  favorite  coffee  joint.  Chat 
with  neighbors  you  haven't  seen  in  a 
while.  Drop  the  kids  at 
a  bouncy  house  to  work 
off  some  springtime 
energy,  then  order  up  a 
plate  of  excellent  sausage 
or  giros  from  a  street 
vendor  and  sit  yourself 
down  in  the  middle  of  the  Chenery/ 
Wilder  intersection  to  hear  Misisipi 
Mike  Wolf — the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Guardians  2011  "Best  Singer/Song- 
writer"— rock  out  on  the  festival  stage. 

Food  finished,  wander  back  to  the 
kids'  section,  where  your  tykes  can 
climb  up  on  a  real  live  San  Francisco 
fire  truck,  then  get  a  balloon  sculpture 
and  calm  down  a  bit  with  a  story  at  Bird 
&  Beckett.  Meander  back  down  Wilder 
to  check  out  some  crafts  and  get  tips  on 
what  to  do  when  the  Big  One  hits  from 
the  NERT  (Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Training)  contingent. 

By  now  the  kids  will  be  clamoring  to 
dance  to  the  musicians  at  the  festival 
stage,  so  leave  them  to  shake  their  sillies 
out.  Head  over  to  the  newly  expanded 
food  truck  section.  It's  just  like  the  New 
York  Times  travel  section  says — San 
Francisco's  food-truck  culture  really  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  And  here 
they  are,  just  steps  from  your  doorway. 

The  Glen  Park  Farmers'  Market  has 
already  begun  its  spring  season,  so 
you  can  stroll  down  Bosworth  Street 
and  buy  veggies  for  the  next  week  and 
remind  yourself  (yet  again)  to  bring 
your  knives  to  be  sharpened.  You  snack 
on  some  sweet  strawberries  while  you 
contemplate  dinner. 

The  lure  of  the  world  music  band 
Pangea  wafting  down  from  the  stage 
is  strong,  so  you  wander  back  a  block 
to  take  a  spin  on  the  dance  floor — who 
said  romance  can  only  happen  on  Val- 
entine's Day? 

Your  day  at  the  fair  ends  with  a  new 
coffee  mug  from  the  Glen  Park  Associa- 
tion (just  $10  to  join),  a  hip  Glen  Park 
T-shirt  from  the  festival  to  round  out 
your  collection,  and  a  nice  chat  with 
the  folks  who  live  a  block  away  from 
you  who  have  the  lowdown  on  that  big 
tree  that  was  leaning  at  the  crazy  angle 
and  what  finally  happened  to  it. 

The  afternoon  is  still  ripe  with  prom- 
ise as  you  walk  home,  and  glory  in  the 
fact  you  live  in  a  walkable,  lively  neigh- 
borhood that  each  year  throws  such  a 


WHAT 

WHEN 

WHERE 

14th  Annual 

Sunday,  April  29, 

Heart  of  the  Village, 

Glen  Park  Festival 

10  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

on  Diamond  and 

Wilder  streets 

WANT  TO  KNOW  MORE?  VISIT  WWW.GLENPARKFESTIVAL.COM 

great  festival.  This,  you  tell  yourself,  is 
why  we  don't  live  in  the  suburbs. 

You've  just  vicariously  experienced  the 
14th  annual  Glen  Park  Festival,  com- 
ing your  way  Sunday,  April  29.  It  will 
stretch  along  Diamond  Street  between 
Bosworth  and  Chenery,  and  down 
Wilder  Street  to  Carrie,  beginning  at 
10  a.m.  and  finally  shutting  down  at 
4:30  p.m.  The  festival  promotes  local 
artists  and  craftspeople,  schools,  res- 
taurants and  community  organizations 
from  Glen  Park  and  beyond. 

The  music  starts  at  10  a.m.  with  local 
children's  musician  Gayle  Schmitt  and 
the  Toodala  Ramblers,  who  will  get 
your  feet  stompin'  with  a  high-octane 
performance  of  bluegrass,  mountain 
and  folk  music.  Next,  at  11:30  a.m., 
comes  Misisipi  Mike  and  The  Mid- 
night Gamblers;  he  will  also  serve  as 
master  of  ceremonies  and  DJ,  spinning 
songs  from  local  musicians  between  the 
live  acts. 

At  1  p.m.,  local  band  District  8  will 
rock  the  crowd  with  a  mix  of  roots, 
progressive  and  indie  elements  "joyfully 
forged  in  the  fires  of  Hades,  lovingly 
bolted  together,  and  fearlessly  driven 
through  a  brick  wall."  Guitarist  Jinx 
Jones  returns  to  the  festival  for  a  sec- 
ond year,  taking  the  stage  at  1:45  p.m. 
with  the  KingTones  to  treat  the  crowd 
to  some  truly  tasty  licks  that  will  make 
you  want  to  break  out  your  creepers 
and  grease  your  hair.  At  3:45  p.m.  the 
international  sounds  of  San  Francisco 
band  Pangea  will  begin  the  festivals 
final  performance. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned 
kids'  activities — the  fire  truck,  jumpy 
houses  (two)   and  balloon  sculpture 


artist — children  can  enjoy  the  talking 
SFPD  police  car,  a  Gymboree  class, 
Tree  Frog  Treks,  Wonderbug  Adven- 
tures, a  martial  arts  demo,  and  story- 
time  hosted  by  Bird  &C  Beckett. 

All  of  the  restaurants  in  Glen  Park 
will  be  open.  For  those  who  wane  still 


more  choices,  there  will  be  a  variety  of 
gourmet-goodie  carts  and  trucks. 

Beyond  bringing  our  neighborhood 
together  for  a  fun-filled  event,  the  Glen 
Park  Festival  Association  aims  to  ben- 
efit the  community  by  raising  funds  to 
support  schools  and  children's  organiza- 
tions in  the  Glen  Park  area.  In  201 1 ,  the 
festival  made  donations  to  Glenridge 
Cooperative  Nursery  School,  Miraloma 
Cooperative  Nursery  School,  St.  Paul 
Elementary,  Fairmount  Elementary, 
Glen  Park  Elementary  and  Sunnyside 
Elementary.  The  festival  also  donated 
a  portion  of  last  year's  proceeds  to 
the  families  of  firefighters  Lt.  Vincent 
Perez  and  Fireman  Anthony  Valerio  of 
Station  26,  who  died  fighting  a  fire  on 
Berkeley  in  Diamond  Heights  in  June, 
2011. 

Glen  Park  T-shirts,  available  in  adults' 
and  kids'  sizes,  are  a  major  fundraiser  for 
the  festival.  You  can  pre-order  online  or 
come  to  the  festival  booth  to  buy  a  shirt 
and  show  your  neighborhood  pride! 

For  more  information  or  to  volunteer 
to  help  on  the  day  of  the  festival,  visit 
the  festival  website  at  www.glenparkfes- 
tival.com,  or  call  729-4059.  ♦ 


COLDWELL  BANKER 


James  Maxwell  and  Renee  Gonsalves 
Your  Glen  Park  Real  Estate  Advocates 


In  today's  market,  expertise  and  reputation  count.  We  bring  decades  of 
combined  real  estate  experience  and  professionalism,  always  putting  our 
clients*  needs  first.  We  don't  just  sell  homes,  we  sell  our  neighborhoods. 

The  market  is  hot!  If  you're  thinking  of  making  a  move,  call  us.  We  would 
be  happy  to  give  you  a  free  evaluation  of  your  home's  value,  share  our 
effective  marketing  strategies  and  answer  your  real  estate  questions. 

Thank  you  to  the  sellers  &  buyers  of  these  homes  in  and  around 
Glen  Park,  for  entrusting  us  in  the  sale/purchase  of  their  homes. 

628  29th  St        1864  Church  St      1 46  Margaret         201  Sussex  St 
450  30,hSt        2330  Diamond       43  Nordhoff  St        122  Stillings 
206  Amber  St     1 26  Joost  St  114  Rousseau       48  Turquoise 

405  Beacon       436  Laidley  St       5  Surrey  St  136  Whitney 

948  Chenery      30  Margaret  26  Sussex  St         53  Wilder  St 

The  greatest  compliment  we  can  receive  is  a  referral 
from  our  clients,  friends  and  neighbors.  Thank  you! 

James:  415-902-6757  James@owninsf.com 
Renee:  415-260-5805  Renee@ReneeSFhomes.com 

DRE  Numbers:  0139810  1  01365295 


COLDWeU. 
BANKER  □ 
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One  Woman's  Epiphany  Grows  into  Oasis 


Murray 
Schneider 


Jeanne  Halpern,  who  lives  on  a  hill 
overlooking  O'Shaughnessy  Bou- 
levard, acquired  a  green  thumb  in 
2000.  Today  her  Valletta  Court  back- 
yard, once  rife  with  invasive  weeds,  has 
a  totally  different  look. 
— —  Halpern's  backyard  is 
perched  on  a  slope  that 
would  challenge  a  sure- 
footed billy  goat.  A 
retired  college  English 
teacher,  she's  cultivated  a  garden  that 
now  boasts  scores  of  low-maintenance 
California  native  plants,  creating  habi- 
tat for  honeybees,  butterflies  and  song- 
birds, each  plant  a  trophy  from  a  bota- 
nist's field  kit. 

After  returning  home  from  a  Euro- 
pean vacation  a  dozen  years  ago,  Halp- 
ern surveyed  her  backyard,  which  had 
been  usurped  by  colonizing  French 
broom,  and  had  an  epiphany. 

"There  was  a  ton  of  ice  plant,  as 
well,"  she  said,  as  she  escorted  a  visi- 
tor through  narrow  paths  whose  edges 
are  bordered  with  wild  strawberry,  bee 
plant  and  California  lilac.  Her  garden 


was  started  by  Alrie  Middlebrook,  co- 
author of  Designing  California  Native 
Gardens,  and  built  by  David  Schooley, 
a  founder  of  San  Bruno  Mountain 
Watch. 

"David  Schooley  is  a  visionary,"  she 
said,  "And  he's  been  a  friend  over  the 
years."  Indeed,  Schooley's  creation  is 
a  revelation.  Except  for  the  thrum  of 
traffic  on  O'Shaughnessy,  Halpern  can 
sequester  herself  in  Elysian  solitude, 
surrounded  by  coyote  bush,  coffee 
berry,  Islais  cherry  and  golden  and  pink 
flowering  currant. 

Flowering  plants  aside,  when  perched 
against  one  of  her  Schooley-crafted 
rock  walls,  she  isn't  shy  about  selecting 
her  favorite  place  in  her  garden:  "The 
rocks  are  the  most  beautiful  things," 
she  said,  pointing  to  a  chiseled  chert 
formation  that  rises  above  paths  that 
she  has  designated  with  such  names  as 
Lower  Meadow,  Central  Stairway  and 
Erin's  Corner. 

With  her  visitor  in  tow,  Halpern 
angled  along  a  switchback  that  took  a 
precipitous  dogleg  to  a  trail  below,  step- 


ping as  if  she  weren't  a  septuagenarian, 
but  a  high-wire  tightrope  acrobat. 

"You  want  to  avoid  down  there,"  she 
cautioned.  "There's  poison  oak."  Once, 
a  roaming  coyote  found  respite  in  her 
oasis,  not  far  from  its  canyon  den. 

Halpern  stopped  at  the  Big  Rock 
Trail,  aptly  named  because  the  chert 
towered  above  her.  California  poppies 
bloomed  and  dotted  the  slope.  She 
pointed  past  a  slope  of  white  sage,  red 
buckwheat  and  California  morning 
glory  competing  for  attention  with  the 
yellow  poppy  petals. 

"There's  some  blue  dick,  too"  she 
said.  "I  collected  its  seeds  and  planted 


them  next  to  the  soap  plant,  which  the 
Ohlone  used  for  soap  and  brushes." 

She  said  she's  always  on  the  lookout 
for  plants.  At  the  moment,  though, 
she's  preparing  for  the  annual  spring 
Native  Plant  Garden  Tour. 

The  Yerba  Buena  Chapter  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Native  Plant  Society  sponsors  the 
self-guided  tours.  Halpern's  garden  will 
be  open  to  the  public  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  on  April  1 5.  For  a  map,  garden  list 
and  more  information  about  the  tour, 
visit  sfnativegardentour.org  or  tele- 
phone 510-759-3179.  The  April  tours 
are  free  and  self-paced  and  no  registra- 
tion is  required.  ♦ 


NEWS  FROM  CITY  HALL  ♦ 


After  nearly  a  decade  of  work — and 
much  patience  in  the  neighborhood — 
the  Glen  Park  Plan  finally  is  complete. 

I  was  proud  to  sponsor 
the    legislation  adopt- 


by 

Supervisor 


Scott 


Jeanne  Halpern  shows  off  her  hillside  garden. 


Photo  by  Murray  Schneider. 


ing  the  plan,  including 

Wiener  its  zoning  changes,  and 

the  Board  of  Supervisors 
passed    the  legislation 
unanimously.  Mayor  Ed  Lee — a  Glen 
Park  resident — was  expected  to  sign  it. 

A  lot  of  credit  goes  to  the  Planning 
Department,  which  worked  hand  in 
hand  with  members  of  the  community 
to  ensure  that  the  plan  reflects  Glen 
Park's  priorities — a  vibrant  commer- 
cial area,  much-improved  transit  and 
traffic  flow,  better  integration  of  the 
BART  station  into  the  neighborhood, 
and  improved  connections  between  the 
village  and  Glen  Canyon.  Countless 
neighborhood  meetings  ensured  maxi- 
mum public  input,  and  the  final  prod- 
uct reflects  this  inclusive  approach. 

Now,  of  course,  we  need  to  implement 
the  plan.  This  won  t  happen  overnight, 
and  it  won't  be  cheap.  The  plan  mod- 
estly increases  density  in  the  neighbor- 
hood without  going  overboard.  It  will 
allow  for  some  sensible  new  develop- 
ment in  the  heart  of  the  neighborhood, 
but  it  leaves  decisions  about  the  future 
of  the  BART  parking  lot  for  another 
day.  (If  BART  decides  to  move  for- 
ward with  a  development  proposal,  it 
will  have  to  engage  the  community  and 
seek  a  zoning  change  from  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.)  Of  course,  any  housing 
changes  will  require  willing  property 
owners. 

Arguably,  the  changes  with  the  big- 
gest impact  are  around  transportation. 
The  intersection  of  Diamond  and  Bos- 
worth  is  terrible;  it  needs  signal  changes 


to  improve  traffic  flow  and  physical 
changes  to  improve  pedestrian  safety. 
The  Municipal  Transportation  Agency 
still  has  access,  to  the  funding  that  the 
late  Rep.  Tom  Lantos  secured  for  the 
area.  Now  that  the  plan  is  in  place,  I 
intend  to  push  for  that  money  to  be 
spent  in  and  around  the  intersection. 

We  also  need  to  work  with  BART  to 
make  changes  to  the  edges  of  the  BART 
station  so  that  Muni  buses  and  corpo- 
rate shuttles  can  pull  up  without  block- 
ing traffic.  The  more  efficient  we  can 
make  the  connections  between  BART 
and  these  buses,  the  better. 

I'll  continue  to  work  closely  with 
Glen  Park  to  improve  the  quality  of  life 
that  already  is  such  a  source  of  pride  for 
residents,  merchants,  and  visitors  alike.  ♦ 

Scott  Wiener  represents  Glen  Park  and 
other  District  Eight  neighborhoods  on  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 


GLEN 
PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
^  Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
m    Pittsburgh  Paints 
Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761  = 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 
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Glen  Canyon  Park  Steward  Takes  on  New  Project 


by 

Murray 
Schneider 


Richard  Craib  will  step  down  as 
president  of  the  130-member 
Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park, 
a  position  he  has  held  for  15  years.  But 
his  role  as  a  tireless  protector  of  the 
neighborhood's  beloved  natural  area 
covers  half  a  century. 

Craib,  71 ,  a  native  San 
Franciscan,  was  raised 
in  the  Sunset  District 
and  graduated  from 
Abraham  Lincoln  High  School.  When 
development  of  Diamond  Heights 
began  in  1962,  he  and  his  wife,  Sandi, 
selected  a  lot  and  built  their  home  on 
Turquoise  Way. 

Their  backyard  abuts  canyon  slopes 
dotted  with  wildflowers  and  carpeted 
with  native  grasses.  Early  on,  Craib 
became  familiar  with  the  canyon's  crit- 
ters and  riparian  ecology,  passing  on  his 
appreciation  to  his  two  children,  his 
two  grandchildren  and  countless  recre- 
ational users  who  have  all  come  to  share 
its  tranquility. 

"My  backyard  opens  up  onto  nature," 
he  said.  "It  gave  my  children  a  wonder- 
ful sense  of  the  outdoors." 

As  he  contemplates  passing  his  presi- 
dential baton  to  a  successor  this  spring, 
Craib  takes  pride  in  his  work  over  the 
years  to  educate  the  public  about  San 
Francisco's  66-acre  natural  area.  "I've 
scheduled  spider,  geology,  bird  and 
wildflower  walks,"  he  noted.  For  four 
years  running  he  organized  Nature  Fest, 
an  ongoing  tutorial  program  for  young 
children.  Rarely  without  a  camera,  he 
also  has  published  two  colorful  wild- 
life brochures.  One  shows  the  canyon's 
many  native  and  migratory  birds — Bird 
&  Beckett  Books  has  copies — and  the 
other  depicts  the  park's  profusion  of 
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colorful  wildflowers. 

"Rich  knows  his  plants  and  flow- 
ers," said  Mary  Huizinga,  who  lives  on 
Laidley  Street  and  is  one  of  10  Friends 
of  Glen  Canyon  Park  volunteers  who 
routinely  work  each  Wednesday  with 
the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department's  Natural  Areas  managers 
to  maintain  the  canyon's  diverse  habi- 
tat. 

Craib's  history  with  the  canyon  goes 
back  further  than  his  50  years  of  living 
on  the  park's  rim.  The  federal  Works 
Progress  Administration  hired  his 
grandfather,  William  Craib,  a  build- 
ing contractor,  to  assist  in  building  the 
Depression-era  Glen  Park  Recreation 
Center  located  at  the  entrance  to  the 
canyon. 

.  Since  those  days,  the  canyon  has  seen 
its  share  of  change.  "When  we  moved 
up  here  there  were  many  more  squirrels, 
skunks,  opossums,  even  ground-nesting 
quail,"  he  said.  "Feral  cats  and  the  great 
number  of  dogs  have  taken  their  toll." 

Arguably,  Craib's  most  tangible  Glen 
Canyon  legacy  is  a  56-foot  split  rail 
cedar  fence  that  protects  reintroduced 
California  native  plants  adjacent  to 
Islais  Creek.  The  fence  can  be  fully 
appreciated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
creek,  along  Willow  Loop  Trail,  just 
north  of  the  Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  and 
Glenridge  Cooperative  Nursery  School 
building. 

In  2008,  Craib  supervised  a  corps  of 
volunteers  as  they  hauled  milled  lum- 
ber, dug  post  holes,  fashioned  horizon- 
tal rails  and  then  attached  protective 
wire  that  prevents  dogs  from  pawing 
germinating  columbine,  pink-flowering 
current,  fringe  cup  and  monkey  flower, 
each  in  its  own  way  providing  suste- 
nance to  the  canyon's  mammal,  insect 
and  avian  life. 

Craib  began  his  stewardship  of  Glen 
Canyon  by  clearing  French  broom 
to  keep  it  from  becoming  an  invasive 
monoculture.  One  of  his  final  projects 
was  the  construction  of  four  owl  houses 
beneath  Crags  Court  and  Berkeley  Way 
for  rodent-hunting  barn  owls. 
Modest  to  a  fault,  Craib  believes  his 
legacy  lies  not  in  constructing  rustic 
railings,  carpentering  owl  sanctuaries 
and  combating  intrusive  weeds  that 
threaten  diverse  habitat.  "I'm  proud- 
est of  working  with  neighborhood  vol- 
unteers," he  said,  "and  increasing  the 
Friends'  membership." 

So  why  leave  now?  The  answer  is  that 
he's  not  going  all  that  far.  Craib's  simply 
redirecting  his  energies  up  Amber  Drive 
a  ways.  "I've  developed  another  inter- 
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Richard  Craib  walks  amid  plots  in  the  Little  Red  Hen  Community  Garden. 

Photo  by  Murray  Schneider. 


One  of  Craib's  prides:  the  split-rail  fence  in  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Photo  by  Murray  Schneider. 


est,"  he  said,  standing  by  the  Little  Red 
Hen  Community  Garden  monument, 
which  sits  on  Police  Academy  prop- 
erty. Last  May,  Craib  and  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  Sgt.  William  Mur- 
ray spearheaded  the  Diamond  Heights 
community  garden,  which  now  has 
grown  to  39  plots  with  an  additional  1 1 


waiting  to  be  added  soon.  "That's  50 
gardens,"  said  Craib,  "and  there's  stil]  a 
waiting  list  of  30  people!" 

But  his  heart  is  in  the  canyon.  "Rich- 
ard's a  steward,"  noted  Dylan  Hayes,  a 
Natural  Areas  manager  who  has  often 
worked  with  Craib.  "He's  made  Glen 
Canyon  beautiful  and  a  safe  oasis."  ♦ 
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Hoop  Dreams  Jump  into  Action  at  Rec  Center 


by 

Murray 
Schneider 


Several  middle-aged  athletes  gath- 
ered around  the  free-throw  line 
at  Glen  Park  Recreation  Center's 
basketball  court,  tuning  up  for  the  first 
of  dozens  of  afternoon  and  evening 
half-court  pick-up  games. 
"They're  our  senior  statesmen,"  said 
Oskar  Rosas,  46,  rec- 
reation coordinator  at 
the  Depression-era  Rec 
Center,  which  remained 
open  until  9  p.m.  to 
accommodate  the  squads  of  players. 

Rosas  runs  open  court  several  after- 
noons and  evenings  a  week,  a  tradition 
that  goes  back  decades.  Glen  Park  play- 
ground, so  close  to  BART,  attracts  play- 
ers from  all  over  the  city,  even  the  Bay 
Area,  making  it  a  favorite  of  basketball 
lovers.  A  graduate  of  George  Washing- 
ton High  School,  Rosas  has  worked  for 
Rec  and  Park  for  20  years.  He  studied 
the  quartet  of  hoopsters  taking  jump 
shots  and  driving  to  the  net. 

Vince  Terry,  54x  was  sinking  left- 
handed  set  shots  from  15  feet  out. 
Limbered  up,  he  launched  a  jump 
shot,  which  swished  through  the  net.  "I 
return  here  out  of  loyalty,"  said  Terry,  a 
1 974  graduate  of  Balboa  High  School 


Vince  Terry  takes  a  shot  during  a  3-on-3  basketball  game  at  Glen  Park  Rec  Center. 

Photo  by  Murray  Schneider. 


who  now  lives  in  Daly  City.  The  ball 
bounced  to  the  floor,  where  48-year-old 
Jerry  Williams  picked  it  up,  tapped  it  a 
couple  of  times  on  the  floor  and  then 
pumped  it  back  to  Terry. 

Across  the  floor,  against  an  opposite 
wall,  other  players  laced  up  sneakers, 
stretched,  dribbled  and  tossed  in  layups. 

"I've  been  coming  here  since  I  was 
17,"  said  Terry,  who  has  a  job  with  Avis 
Rent  A  Car.  "It's  right  in  the  middle  of 
the  city,  and  I  get  back  here  sometimes 
three  times  a  week." 

Williams,  who  has  been  returning 
to  Glen  Park  for  30  years,  scooped  up 
an  errant  ball  and  angled  a  hook  shot 
toward  the  rim.  "I  like  the  atmosphere 
here,"  he  said.  "It's  like  home,  lots  of 
good  vibes." 

Other  players  trickled  in,  stopping  to 
scribble  their  names  on  a  chalkboard 
that  scheduled  24-point  matches.  They 
walked  to  a  court  at  the  far  end  of 
the  floor  and  began  serving  up  shots. 
Twenty  years  younger  than  the  40-  and 
50-somethings,  they  attempted  stuffing 
dunks,  but  the  balls  ricocheted  from  the 
bucket. 

Terry    looked    over    his  shoulder, 
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appraising  the  competition.  "They're 
more  athletic,"  he  conceded,  "but  us 
old  guys  will  win  because  we  under- 
stand the  game." 

He  dribbled  from  the  key  and  banked 
a  shot  that  swirled  around  the  rim  and 
then  fell  through  the  net:  "24-18,  we 
win,"  he  predicted. 

Across  the  hall,  Rosas  sat  with  Clay 
Breitweiser,  another  recreation  coordi- 
nator, and  Bart  Borg,  59,  who  retired 
from  that  same  job  in  2010.  Borg  is 
from  the  old  school.  In  1975,  when 
he  first  put  a  playground  whistle  to  his 
lips,  he  was  called  director,  respon- 
sible for  organizing  sports  teams  when 
competition  among  neighborhood 
playgrounds  was  common.  These  days 
the  job  involves  renting  facility  space 
and  charging  for  yoga  classes  as  well. 

"I  liked  watching  kids  grow  up  into 
young  men  and  women,"  said  Borg, 
who  worked  at  Glen  Park  playground 
for  15  years.  "I  liked  seeing  them 
become  citizens." 

Playgrounds,  all  those  years  ago,  were 
where  kids  simply  could  be  kids,  where 
your  zip  code  meant  less  than  where  you 
hit  in  the  batting  order,  where  respect 
was  earned  by  how  far  you  spiraled  a 
football  down  the  field,  and  where  you 


worshipped  was  unimportant  but  your 
ability  to  win  a  game  of  Around-the- 
World  was. 

"A  place  like  Glen  Park  was  a  melting 
pot,"  said  Borg,  "a  place  a  kid  could  try 
out  his  skills." 

To  save  money,  the  City  now  sched- 
ules "specialists"  to  organize  basket- 
ball leagues,  schedule  tennis  lessons, 
umpire  softball  games,  supervise  soc- 
cer matches  and  hand  out  Ping-Pong 

paddles,  checker-   

boards  and  chessmen. 
No  longer  assigned  to 
a  single  playground, 
specialists  move  from 
one  playground  site 
to  another. 

Mike  Gualco,  53, 
a  neighborhood  fix- 
ture, wandered  in  and   

leaned  against  Rosas' 
wall.  "I  remember  the  trampoline 
classes,"  said  Gualco,  who  has  lived  on 
Paradise  Avenue  his  entire  life.  In  the 
summer,  the  directors  took  us  on  field 
trips.  Once  we  even  went  to  Santa  Cruz 
to  ride  the  roller  coaster." 

Rosas  gestured  outside,  where  parents 
pushed  children  on  swings  and  nannies 
watched  their  charges  gain  steam  down 
a  slide.  "We  capture  them  at  this  age," 
he  said.  "But  when  they  get  to  be  5  or 
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6,  they  don't  come  back  and  we  lose 
them." 

To  reverse  that  trend,  Rosas  schedules 
what  he  calls  community  council  meet- 
ings to  obtain  input  from  parents  about 
which  activities  can  attract  their  7-,  8- 
and  9-year  olds.  He  anticipates  that  the 
$5.8  million  Glen  Canyon  Park  Bond 
Project  funds  will  mean  an  upgrade, 
with  state-of-the-art  playground  appa- 
ratus. 

  "After  kin- 
dergarten there's  a 
disconnect,"  Rosas 
said.  "We're  trying  to 
determine  what  we 
can  do  to  build  com- 
munity." 

In   the  office 
he  and  Rosas  share, 

  Breitweiser,  who 

oversees  Rec  and 
Park's  nature  class  program,  took  a 
break  from  planning  a  two-week  win- 
ter day  camp.  "Glen  Canyon's  natural 
area  is  a  magnet,"  he  said.  "We  hope  by 
showing  7-  through  10-year-olds  our 
trails  and  habitat  and  doing  team  build- 
ing, we'll  get  them  to  return." 

In  the  gym,  the  three-on-three  game 
heated  up.  Terry  skirted  past  an  oppo- 
nent and  passed  off  to  Jerry  Williams, 
who  drilled  the  ball  back  to  a  third 
player  who  took  a  jumper  and  scored. 
Terry's  prediction  got  the  score  wrong. 
The  Old  Guys  put  away  the  Young 
Turks  24-16. 

"They're  good,"  said  Rosas.  "There's 
never  any  commotion,  and  rough  play 
isn't  tolerated." 

Devall  Porter,  49,  who  lives  in  the 
Bayview  and  works  as  an  airline  tech- 
nician at  SFO,  leaned  over  and  picked 
up  a  bottle  of  water.  "I've  been  coming 
here  two  times  a  week  since  1987,"  he 
said.  "It  fits  in  with  my  work  schedule." 

Three  teenagers  in  purple  Riordan 
High  School  Crusader  sweatshirts 
walked  to  an  unused  backboard,  while 
Sean  Johnson  waited  his  turn  to  take 


the  court.  "If  there's  any  trouble,"  he 
said,  rustling  up  a  ball,  "we  tell  the  dude 
to  take  it  someplace  else." 

By  3  p.m.,  23  players  were  shooting 
hoops  on  seven  courts.  "Who's  up?" 
asked  Porter,  looking  toward  the  chalk- 
board. Six  players  took  positions  on 
the  half-court,  each  selecting  a  player 
to  guard.  An  offensive  player  bounced 
the  ball  inbounds  and  the  players  began 
to  pick  and  roll,  dribbling  and  passing, 
shooting  and  rebounding. 

Matt  Hill,  33,  entered  the  gym. 
Raised  on  Mt.  Davidson,  Hill  spent  his 
youth  as  an  Eagle  Scout  and  his  sum- 
mers at  Silver  Tree  Day  Camp.  He  hiked 
the  Sierra  with  his  Boy  Scout  leader 
father  and  his  older  brother  and  played 
organized  youth  basketball.  Now  mar- 
ried and  a  father  of  two  sons,  he's  been 
coming  to  the  gym  since  2001 . 

"In  order  to  compete,"  he  said,  think- 
ing about  players  such  as  Terry  and 
Williams,  "the  burden  of  skill  is  on  me." 
Hill  arrives  at  the  gym  after  work  twice 
a  week,  and  he  comes  for  the  camarade- 
rie as  well  as  the  competition.  "Vince  is 
a  heck  of  a  guy,"  he  said.  "I  come  to  see 
guys  like  him  as  much  as  I  do  for  the 
exercise." 

The  days  when  the  cash-strapped  Rec 
and  Park  Department  offers  free  access 
to  playground  basketball  courts  may 
soon  be  over.  Pay-for-play  may  become 
the  name  of  the  game  in  what  have  been 
tax-supported  public  places.  "The  guys 
have  talked  about  it,"  said  Hill.  "I'd 
pay,  but  the  costs  would  prohibit  others 
from  continuing  to  exercise." 

Exercise  would  not  be  the  only  loss. 
A  civic  space  that  translates  into  com- 
munity civility  would  be  lost  as  well, 
and  not  simply  for  Hill  and  his  contem- 
poraries. "It's  pretty  cool  to  see  some 
of  the  guys  bringing  their  kids  here," 
Hill  said. 

Porter  walked  over,  ready  to  defend  his 
team's  victory.  "I'm  thinking  of  bringing 
my  13-year-old  daughter  over  from  Rich- 
mond to  play  a  game  of  horse."  ♦ 
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Schoolyard  Lesson:  Good  Fences  Make  Good  Neighbors 


Neighbors  keep  coming  in  to 
thank  St.  John  School  "for 
raising  their  property  values," 
said  Sister  Shirley  Ann  Garibaldi,  the 
principal. 

That's  quite  an  accomplishment  for  a 
fence. 

The    handsome  new 

by 

black  metal  fence  and 
gate,  plus  a  new  walk- 
way, were  installed  in 
January  at  the  Catho- 
lic school  at  925  Chenery  St.  "Its  just 
made  the  whole  building  look  differ- 
ent," said  Garibaldi,  who's  been  princi- 
pal at  St.  John  for  two  years  and  on  the 


Elizabeth 
Weise 


staff  there  for  eight. 

"We  had  a  five-year-plan  for  our 
school,  and  that  was  part  of  the  plan 
for  this  year,  to  redo  the  fencing  around 
the  building,"  she  explained.  Last  May 
the  Parent-Teacher  Group  at  the  school 
held  a  two-hour  Olympics  fund-raiser 
in  Glen  Park.  "In  those  two  hours,  we 
raised  $25,000.  We  had  no  idea  we'd  be 
able  to  do  that."  The  money  covered  the 
cost  of  the  fence  installation,  with  the 
rest  going  to  other  improvements. 

The  work  included  removing  the 
old,  much-mended  chain  link  fence 
along  Chenery  Street  and  installing  its 
replacement,  including  a  long  retract- 


able gate.  A  new  metal  sign  proudly 
proclaiming  St.  John  School  was  added 
to  the  front  of  the  building. 

In  addition,  the  school  installed 
a  meandering  and  inviting  concrete 
pathway  alongside  to  the  parking  lot 
entrance  so  that  students  won't  have  to 
walk  down  the  driveway,  "which  was 
dangerous  with  cars  coming  in  and 
out,"  said  Garibaldi.  A  group  of  par- 
ents who  are  landscape  gardeners  have 
installed  trees  and  other  plantings  along 
the  pathway. 

Some  neighbors  have  inquired  who 
did  the  work.  Garibaldi  was  happy  to 
give  all  the  credit  to  Fanstasma  in  Peta- 


luma,  which  designed  and  built  the 
gate.  The  original  plan  was  for  the  work 
to  be  done  in  the  summer,  but  Garib- 
aldi wanted  to  do  it  during  the  school 
year  so  the  students  could  watch  the 
process. 

And  a  note  on  the  school  s  name.  It's 
properly  St.  John,  not  St.  John's.  That's 
because  the  full  name  of  the  school  is 
St.  John  the  Evangelist  Parish  School. 
So  it's  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  School, 
but  the  short  form  is  St.  John  School. 
The  older  wooden  sign  along  the  gate  is 
incorrect  (as  is  the  pink-section  listing 
in  the  phone  book!),  but  the  new  metal 
sign  on  the  school  is  right.  ♦ 


Park  Bond  Needs  Push 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

Some  Glen  Park  residents  assumed 
Glen  Canyon  would  be  one  of  the  20 1 2 
projects  because  park  users,  neighbor- 
hood advocates  and  department  staff 
had  met  for  a  year  to  devise  a  compre- 
hensive plan  for  the  66.6-acre  recre- 
ation area.  The  first  phase  of  the  plan 
already  is  moving  forward  with  $5.8 
million  from  the  2008  bond. 

"I  was  very  surprised"  about  Glen 
Canyon  Park's  conspicuous  absence 
from  the  working  list,  said  Michael 
Rice,  president  of  the  Glen  Park  Asso- 
ciation. "There  was  all  this  process,  all 
this  encouragement  to  go  forward  even 
though  it's  a  lot  of  money."  The  asso- 
ciation hosted  neighborhood  meetings 
where  details  of  the  plan  were  hashed 
out. 

The  $22  million  Glen  Canyon  Park 
Improvement  Plan  would  reconfigure 
the  park's  awkward  Elk  Street  entrance; 
remodel  the  playground;  improve 
the  athletics  fields,  canyon  trails  and 
summer  camp  space;  move  the  tennis 
courts;  and  upgrade  the  dilapidated 
Depression-era  recreation  center.  The 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
approved  the  plan  in  August. 

Phase  One  of  the  project  will  include 
the  new  park  entrance,  construction  of 
a  new  playground,  handicapped-acces- 
sible bathroom  and  tennis  courts,  and 
work  on  trails.  Further  details  will  be 
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worked  out  in  community  meetings 
this  spring,  and  construction  is  sched- 
uled to  begin  this  fall.  The  department 
estimates  the  initial  phase  will  be  com- 
plete by  summer  2013. 

The  remaining  work  is  estimated  to 
cost  about  $15  million. 

"Ideally  we  would  be  able  to  do  it 
through  bond  financing,"  Wiener  said. 

Karen  Mauney-Brodek,  deputy  direc- 
tor of  park  planning,  told  the  Recre- 
ation and  Park  Commission  in  August 
that  Glen  Canyon  might  attract  grants 
as  well.  "We're  going  to  be  trying  to  pur- 
sue grant  funding  in  addition  to  bond 
funding  and  other  partnerships,"  said 
Mauney-Brodek,  according  to  meeting 
minutes. 

The  $185  million  2008  bond  lever- 
aged more  than  $25.7  million  in  addi- 
tional funding  frorn  park  advocates  and 
organizations,  such  as  Trust  for  Public 
Land,  City  Fields  Foundation  and  the 
San  Francisco  Parks  Alliance,  accord- 
ing to  the  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Funded  projects  in  District  Eight  also 
include  trail  restoration  in  Glen  Can- 
yon and  Billy  Goat  Hill  parks,  improve- 
ments to  Noe  Courts  at  Douglass  and 
24th  streets,  and  Douglass  Dog  Park 
at  Douglass  and  26th  streets.  Both 
Douglass  Playground  and  Christopher 
Playground  near  the  Diamond  Heights 
shopping  center  appear  on  the  list  of 
possible  projects  covered  under  the 
2012  grant. 

Unlike  some  of  its  smaller  neighbors. 
Glen  Canyon  Park  can  lay  claim  to 
hundreds  of  users  with  myriad  interests: 
dog  owners  love  the  de  facto  off-leash 
policy,  nature  lovers  come  for  the  owls 
and  coyotes,  and  neighborhood  chil- 
dren and  those  from  nearby  preschools 
use  the  playground  and  canyon  trails. 
There  are  soccer  and  baseball  games  on 


the  fields,  and  the  tennis  courts  are  fre- 
quently in  use.  Hundreds  of  San  Fran- 
ciscans use  the  rec  center  for  everything 
from  Wiggle  Worms  dance  classes  for 
tots  to  Qi  Gong  for  seniors. 

"This  is  not  just  a  Glen  Park  park," 
said  Rice.  "It's  a  place  people  come  to 
from  all  over  the  city." 

Wiener  and  park  officials  encourage 
park  users  to  make  their  views  known 
to  the  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment. You  can  e-mail  comments  to 
Rpd.bondfeedback@sfgov.org  or  mail 


comments  to  SFRPD,  30  Van  Ness 
Avenue,  4th  floor,  SF,  CA  94103,  Attn: 
SF  Rec  and  Park  Capital  Planning  Parks 
Bond  2012 

"They  don't  need  to  lobby  me — I'm 
sold!"  Wiener  said. 

The  Glen  Canyon  Park  Improvement 
Plan  is  online  at  http://sfrecpark.org/ 
glenparkproject.aspx.  The  bond  pre- 
sentation given  at  the  Glen  Park  Asso- 
ciation's January  meeting  can  be  seen  at 
http://sfrecpark.org/documents/Bond- 
OutreachPresentation20 1 2Dist8.pdf.  ♦ 
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technology  offers 
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*  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  NEWS  * 


by 

Shelley 
Wharton- 
Smith 


Glen  Park  Elementary  School 

This  year,  as  co-president  of  the  Glen 
Park  School  Parent  Teacher  Organiza- 
tion (GPPTO),  I  realized  the  power  of 
community  involvement 
and  what  a  tremendous 
difference  it  can  make 
in  a  child's  education. 
Hillary  Clinton  once 
said  that  it  takes  a  vil- 
lage to  raise  a  child.  In  our  lovely  little 
neighborhood  of  Glen  Park,  that  axiom 
is  proving  true  as  our  village  is  hard 
at  work  for  the  hundreds  of  children 
enrolled  at  Glen  Park  School. 

On  behalf  of  all  of  the  school's  chil- 
dren and  teachers,  we  are  delighted  at 
the  consistent  support  that  our  neigh- 
bors have  shown  us.  The  GPPTO 
has  delved  into  heavy-duty  fundrais- 
ing  this  year,  in  response  to  statewide 


budget  cuts.  We  need  to  raise  more 
than  $25,000  to  overcome  cuts  to  the 
school's  budget,  and  the  support  of 
everyone  in  our  community  has  made 
a  difference. 

Most  recently,  Karen  Peteros,  known 
as  the  "Glen  Park  Bee  Lady,"  generously 
supported  us  with  a  supply  of  delicious 
local  honey  for  our  Valentines  Day 
Card  and  Honey  fundraiser.  Cup,  our 
neighborhood's  newest  coffeehouse, 
kindly  provided  a  space  for  us  to  sell 
the  honey  and  the  Valentine's  Day  cards 
created  by  all  the  school's  children. 
Canyon  Market  stepped  up  with  a  raffle 
on  our  behalf  in  celebration  of  their  5th 
anniversary  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
market  also  generously  donated  gift 
certificates  for  our  grand  reopening  cel- 
ebration. They  offered  us  space  to  meet 
when  our  community  participated  in 


Walk/Bike  to  School  Day.  Canyon 
Market  also  has  been  the  source  of  one 
of  our  biggest  fund-raisers  yet,  a  gift 
card  rebate  program  for  the  parents  and 
teachers  at  our  school. 

The  holiday  season  brought  support 
from  the  neighborhood.  Julie  Cochrane 
hosted  a  book  mini-fair  at  our  Decem- 
ber GPPTO  meeting,  offering  high- 
quality,  multicultural  children's  litera- 
ture just  in  time  for  the  holidays.  The 
Glen  Park  Association's  holiday  party 
collected  donations  at  the  door  for  our 
school. 

Our  grand  reopening  celebration 
in  September  brought  out  neighbors 
who  jumped  in  the  bouncy  houses, 
ate  the  tacos  and  gobbled  their  way 
through  our  bake  sale.  Our  teachers 
have  found  great  community  support 
for  the  classroom  equipment  posted 


on  DonorsChoose,  an  online  nonprofit 
that  makes  it  easy  to  help  with  the  needs 
of  public  schools.  Our  neighbors  have 
helped  out  to  provide  document  cam- 
eras, art  supplies  and  other  essentials. 

All  this  new  support  keeps  us  ener- 
gized and  optimistic  about  the  future 
of  our  school.  We  look  forward  to 
building  more  partnerships,  and  hope 
to  meet  more  of  our  neighbors  at  our 
events.  We  still  have  significant  fund- 
raising  planned  for  this  school  year. 
If  you  would  like  to  be  a  part  of  our 
community  efforts,  please  contact  our 
GPPTO  at  glenparkpto@gmail.com, 
call  the  school  (469-4713)  to  leave  a 
message  for  the  GPPTO,  or  stop  by  our 
booth  at  the  Glen  Park  Festival.  ♦ 

Shelley  Wharton  Smith  is  co-president  of  the 
Glen  Park  Parent  Teacher  Organization. 


by 

Cathy 
Meyer 


Sunnyside  Elementary  School 

Math  and  Science  Night:  More  than  250 
Sunnyside  parents  and  students  explored 
math  and  science  through  experiments 
=  prepared  by  each  class- 
room. Activities  ranged 
from  studying  lunar 
phases  to  experimenting 
with  changes  in  the  color 
spectrum.  New  this  year:  math  games 
invented  by  students  in  the  Sunnyside 
Math  Program,  sponsored  through  a 
grant  from  the  Glen  Park  Festival. 

Special  Needs  Toy  Drive:  Families 
donated  their  gently  used  educational 
toys,  games  and  CDs  throughout  January, 
supporting  specialized  classroom  instruc- 
tion for  students  in  Sunnyside's  two  spe- 
cial-needs classrooms. 

Valentine's  Family  Craft  Night:  Sunny- 
side families  enjoyed  an  evening  making 
Valentine's  Day  cards  together.  A  repre- 
sentative from  SCRAP,  a  nonprofit  that 
promotes  the  creative  reuse  of  materials 
traditionally  thrown  away,  was  there  to 
share  recycled  materials  and  crafting  tips. 

Walk  and  Roll  Wednesdays:  This  pro- 
gram, designed  in  partnership  with  Safe 
Routes  to  School,  educates  families  about 
what  we  can  do  in  our  daily  lives  to  help 
our  planet.  Each  Wednesday  from  Janu- 
ary through  May,  students  receive  a  stamp 
on  their  "Walk  and  Roll  Passport"  if  they 
do  one  of  the  following:  walk,  bike,  ride 
their  scooter  or  take  Muni  to  school, 
compost  food  at  school,  or  write  about 
any  earth-friendly  activity  done  at  home. 
At  the  end  of  the  school  year,  every  par- 
ticipant will  receive  a  prize.  Names  of 
students  whose  passports  are  filled  will  be 
drawn  in  a  raffle  in  which  more  than  50 
prizes  will  be  awarded;  the  grand  prize  is 


a  bike  and  helmet,  donated  by  Big  Swing- 
ing Bicycles  of  San  Francisco. 

The  16th  Annual  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Essay  and  Art  Contest:  Sunny- 
side classrooms  participated  in  this  event 
commemorating  Dr.  King's  life  and  con- 
tinued work.  Classrooms  assembled  quilts 
and  wrote  essays  honoring  his  legacy. 

Sports  Basement  Supports  Sunnyside 
Elementary:  When  you  shop  at  any  of  the 
Sports  Basement  San  Francisco  locations, 
our  school  will  get  5  percent  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, and  you  get  a  10  percent  discount 
if  you  mention  Sunnyside  School  at  the 
checkout.  This  deal  applies  to  in-store 
purchases  only. 

Sunnyside  Booth  at  Glen  Park  Festival: 
Every  year  the  Glen  Park  neighborhood 
pulls  out  the  stops  during  the  Glen  Park 
Festival,  with  great  food,  live  music,  arts 
and  crafts,  games  and  raffle  prizes.  This 
year  Sunnyside  will  have  its  own  booth. 
We'll  host  games,  sell  drinks  and  healthy 
snacks  to  support  our  Glen  Park  neigh- 
bors. 

Sunnyside's  SpringFest  -  Sunday,  May 
6:  Mark  your  calendars  for  May  6,  1 1  a.m. 
-  3  p.m.  This  annual  community  event 
features  food  from  San  Francisco  vendors, 
a  student  art  show,  carnival  games,  a  silent 
auction,  raffle  and  live  entertainment.  It's 
a  ton  of  fun,  and  raises  vital  funds  for  pro- 
grams such  as  math  and  reading  support, 
arts  programming,  field  trips  and  more. 
Join  us  and  enjoy  an  afternoon  of  family 
entertainment. 

To  keep  up  with  the  latest  events  at 
Sunnyside  Elementary  School,  go  to 
www.sunnysidek5.org.  ♦ 

Cathy  Meyer  is  president  of  the  Sunnyside 
Elementary  School  PTA 
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*  IN  GLEN  CANYON  PARK  * 


by 

Monika 
Lewis 


For  the  small  animals  living  in  Glen 
Canyon  Park,  wetter  weather  is  an 
advantage.  There  are  more  small  insects 
=====  for  birds  to  feed  on,  and 
the  creek  runs  more  after 
a  rain.  Small  animals  are 
more  active  when  the 
soil  is  damp  from  the 
rain.  Even  in  the  dry  winter  weather 
of  December,  the  birds  were  rustling 
in  the  leaves  for  insects,  and  a  vole  was 
sighted  above  the  path. 

If  you  peek  under  a  rock,  you  may 
see  a  skink  or  other  lizards  or  insects. 
Skinks  are  small  lizards;  two  species  are 
native  to  California — Gilbert's  skinks 
and  Western  skinks.  While  Gilberts 
skinks  are  usually  brown.  Western 
skinks  have  dark  and  light  stripes  and 
sometimes  some  blue  color  on  the  tail. 
Younger  skinks  have  blue  or  pink  tails, 
though  as  they  get  older  the  color  may 
fade,  giving  way  to  a  brown  hue. 

On  a  recent  trip  to  the  park,  I 
observed  brown  Gilberts  skinks  under 
a  rock  near  the  entrance  to  the  trail  at 
the  roadway,  and  across  the  park  in  the 
wooded  area  near  the  redwood  trees. 

Six  species  of  reptile  and  three  types 
of  amphibians  have  been  identified  in 
the  park,  including  the  California  slen- 
der salamander.  Western  toad,  arboreal 
salamander,  California  alligator  lizard 
and  Western  fence  lizard. 


Among  the  small  mammals  reported 
to  be  in  the  park  are  the  California 
ground  squirrel,  pocket  gopher,  brush 
rabbit  and  California  meadow  vole, 
which  are  prey  for  red-tailed  hawks. 
The  activities  of  gophers  are  particu- 
larly noticeable  throughout  the  park, 
with  many  gopher  holes  visible  in  the 
areas  of  open  grassland  and  soil.  But 
most  of  the  time  the  gophers  them- 
selves stay  hidden  in  their  burrows,  as 
they  try  to  evade  their  predators. 

Small  animals  are  prey  for  owls  and 
coyotes  as  well  as  hawks.  Without  the 
natural  balance  between  them,  mam- 
mals such  as  rabbits,  mice  and  rats 
might  overrun  the  area.  Gophers,  like 
many  rodents,  feed  on  grain,  plants 
and  roots,  and  carry  food  back  to  their 
burrows  in  their  cheek  pouches  to  eat 
later  or  feed  to  their  young.  They  prefer 
open  areas,  with  soil  that  is  easy  to  dig. 

The  canyon  is  a  hospitable  environ- 
ment for  these  animals,  with  some  ven- 
turing to  the  higher  levels  and  others 
spending  most  of  their  time  at  the  base 
of  the  area. 

Visit  the  Friends  of  Glen  Canyon 
Park  website  (http://bit.ly/glencanyon- 
park)  for  information  about  the  park 
and  activities  that  take  place  there.  ♦ 

Monika  E.  Lewis  writes  about  our 
neighborhood  canyon. 


*  DIGGING  THE  DIRT  * 

News  from  the  Garden  Club 
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Forget  all  those  overblown  and  gar- 
ish floozies  you  bought  on  impulse. 
Despite  all  your  care  and  sad  looks,  they 
failed  to  bloom  again 
and  then  slowly  died  on 
your  mantlepiece.  Put 
them  in  the  compost  bin 
and  start  again.  There 
are  gorgeous  orchids 
that  work  very  well  in  our  Glen  Park 
neighborhood,  in  our  moderate  Medi- 
terranean climate,   

and  many  will  grow 

outdoors.  The  most  rewarding 

The  most  reward- 


by 
Kay 

Hamilton 
Estey 


tralian  varieties  do  well  here  outdoors. 
For  instance,  Dendrobium  kingianum 
"Snowflake"  produces  multiple  sprays 
of  scented  white  flowers  in  the  spring. 
It  looks  fabulous  and  the  scent  is  divine. 

These  plants  are  very  tolerant  of  out- 
door conditions,  and  will  grow  quite 
fast.  Put  them  in  shallow  containers 
with  good  drainage,  in  a  moss  medium 
as  above.  They  will  bloom  better  if  fer- 
tilized regularly.  Their  reputation  is  that 

  they  do  not  like  to 

be  moved,  so  pick  a 
spot  and  watch  them 
grow.     This  lovely 
ing  orchids  are  those    ORCHIDS  ARE  THOSE  THAT     plant  is  considered  a 


that  originally  grew 
in  a  climate  that 
has  some  similari- 
ties to  ours.  Think 
of  delicate  orchids 
clinging  to  a  misty 

mountainside,  occa-   

sionally  drenched  in 
a  cool  rain,  never  burning  in  bright  sun 
or  freezing  in  cold  winters,  brilliantly 
colored  and  quite  tenacious.  That  is  the 
kind  of  orchid  we  seek. 

Here  are  three  varieties  to  start 
with,  a  few  words  of  advice  and  some 
resources. 

Masdevallias:  These  small  plants  with 
thick  green  leaves  have  wonderfully 
shaped  blooms,  usually  three  sepals 
with  long  trailing  tails,  always  interest- 
ing. The  blooms  range  in  color  from 
cerise,  orange  and  pink  to  the  palest 
yellow  and  a  lovely  moon-like  white. 
The  flower  is  small,  although  growers 
have  recently  produced  larger  varieties. 

They  will  grow  outdoors  here  in  high 
bright  shade  such  as  you  find  under  a 
tree  or  a  deck.  They  should  be  planted 
in  small  containers  in  a  fast-draining 
medium  such  as  small  orchid  bark, 
New  Zealand  sphagnum  moss  or  coco- 
nut husks.  Mine  thrive  in  sphagnum 
moss.  One  good  hint  for  planting  is 
to  soak  the  moss/bark/husks  first,  so 
the  plant  is  in  a  moist  fast-draining 
medium  immediately.  They  like  being 
a  bit  crammed  in  their  containers,  but 
they  tolerate  dividing  very  well. 

Water  once  a  week;  if  you  forget, 
they  will  not  die.  The  water  should  run 
straight  through  the  plant,  not  puddle 
around  the  roots.  Masdevallias  can 
be  fed  a  standard  orchid  fertilizer.  I 
put  a  couple  of  drops  in  every  water- 
ing, rather  than  fuss  with  a  schedule. 
Mine  bloom  twice  a  year,  the  pink  and 
orange  variety  in  the  winter. 

Australian  Dendrobiums:  There  are 
many,  many  dendrobiums,  but  the  Aus- 


ORIGINALLY  GREW  IN  A 
CLIMATE  THAT  HAS  SOME 
SIMILARITIES  TO  OURS. 


"beginners  orchid" 
because  it  so  easy. 

Cymbidiums:  This 
common  orchid, 
which  does  well  out- 
doors here,  has  long, 

  strappy.    thin  leaves 

and   long  sprays  of 
flowers  that  bloom  reliably. 

They  should  be  potted  in  a  combi- 
nation of  orchid  bark  and  some  loamy 
humus,  such  as  potting  soil.  Like  the 
other  orchids  mentioned,  cymbidi- 
ums like  a  lot  of  light — not  burning 
hot  sun,  but  bright  shade  and  some 
sun.  They  should  be  allowed  to  dry 
between  waterings  and  then  watered 
thoroughly.  They  love  to  be  fed,  and  it 
does  improve  the  blooms.  I  stop  feed- 
ing them  when  the  blooms  start,  then 
begin  again  when  the  flowers  are  over. 

The  foregoing  is  just  a  small  sample 
of  the  many  orchids  that  will  grow  out- 
doors in  Glen  Park.  The  best  resources 
for  more  information  are  local  orchid 
nurseries  and  sellers,  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Orchid  Society  chapters  (www. 
orchidsanfrancisco.org). 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  two  events 
in  this  area  where  you  can  purchase 
wonderful  orchids  and  get  advice 
directly  from  the  growers.  The  Pacific 
Orchid  Exposition,  held  in  February 
every  year  at  Fort  Mason,  is  the  premier 
show  for  orchid  enthusiasts  in  the  Bay 
Area,  with  dozens  of  vendors,  talks  and 
experts  available  for  orchid  fanciers, 
from  beginner  to  expert.  The  San  Fran- 
cisco Flower  &  Garden  Show,  March 
21-25,  at  the  San  Mateo  Event  Center, 
also  has  many  orchid  sellers  and  talks. 

Good  luck  with  your  next  orchid 
adventure!  ♦ 

Kay  Hamilton  Estey  is  the  Glen  Park 
Garden  Club  columnist  for  the  Glen 
Park  News.  E-mail  her  at  khesteyi^mind- 
spring.com. 
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NEIGHBORLY  NEWS  FROM  SUNNYSIDE 


by 
Bill 

Wilson 


The  Redisricting  Task  Force  charged 
with  making  new  boundaries  for  super- 
visors' districts  has  been  hard  at  work 
■   over  the  past  months. 
They  have  to  come  up 
with  1 1  districts  that  are 
almost  even  in  popula- 
tion. 

One  overriding  consideration  for 
drawing  the  new  districts  is  keeping 
neighborhoods  intact.  Their  first  ver- 
sion of  the  new  map  had  Sunnyside 
joining  Glen  Park  in  District  8,  which 
meant  moving  from  an  odd-numbered 
district  to  an  even  one.  In  District  8 
we  wouldn't  get  to  vote  for  a  supervi- 
sor again  until  2014.  If  we  remained  in 
District  7,  we  would  vote  for  supervisor 
again  this  year. 

But  the  latest  draft  shows  parts  of 
Sunnyside  back  in  District  7  and  some 
parts,  mainly  the  Sunnyside  Conser- 
vatory, in  District  8.  I  find  this  unac- 
ceptable because  I  think  that  Sunny- 
side should  all  be  in  one  district.  Being 
divided  between  two  districts  dilutes 
our  power.  We  would  get  lost  in  the 
shuffle.  No  one  supervisor  would  have 
to  listen  to  us  because  we  aren't  all  in 
their  district. 

Whether  political  boundaries  match 
neighborhood  boundaries  has  gotten 
me  thinking  a  lot  about  what  makes 


a  neighborhood.  Sunnyside  has  never 
had  the  attraction  of  Glen  Park  in 
terms  of  real  estate  parlance.  Sunnyside 
is  sometimes  referred  to  as  Glen  Park 
west,  but  Glen  Park  is  never  referred 
to  as  Sunnyside  east.  Yet  we  are  just  as 
much  a  neighborhood.  When  I  see  the 
improvements  that  have  taken  place 
over  the  past  year — the  Circular  Ave- 
nue Ribbon  Garden  and  the  Monterey 
Boulevard  median  plantings,  for  exam- 
ple— I  appreciate  that  we  are  neighbors 
working  together. 

Coming  down  the  line,  or  I  should 
say  down  the  boulevard,  is  the  remodel 
of  the  Safeway  on  Monterey.  The  Sun- 
nyside Neighborhood  Association  has 
been  working  closely  with  Safeway  to 
make  sure  neighborhood  concerns  are 
addressed.  Safeway  has  agreed  to  move 
the  three  palm  trees  that  are  to  be 
removed  because  of  reconfiguring  the 
median  to  Judson  Hill  if  we  get  permis- 
sion from  City  College  to  relocate  them 
there. 

The  Sunnyside  Neighborhood  Asso- 
ciation has  booth  space  at  this  year's 
Glen  Park  Festival.  I  look  forward  to 
having  a  great  time,  as  I  did  last  year.  ♦ 

Columnist  Bill  Wilson  is  president  of  the 
Sunnyside  Neighborhood  Association, 
wivw.snasf.org. 


THANK  YOU 

Glen  Park,  for  your  warm  and  enthusiastic 
support  during  our  first  five  years!  -  the  Canyon  Market  team 


257  Surrey  Street 


Glen  Park  Gem 
Offered  at  $1,049,000 

So  close  to  all  the  fun  of  Glen  Park, 
The  Canyon  and  The  Village,  yet 
located  on  a  quiet  and  desirable 
street.  The  home  includes  3-4 
bedrooms  and  1/2  baths,  a  double 
parlor,  formal  dining  room,  media 
room  and  a  walk-out  deck  -  all 
in  addition  to  a  private,  peaceful 
garden.  Lots  of  charm,  yet 
upgraded  to  accommodate  today's 
contemporary  lifestyles.  This  home 
is  perfect  for  anyone,  but  families 
in  particular  will  enjoy  the  home's 
layout  and  spaciousness.  The 
rooms  downstairs  are  perfect  for  guests,  au  pair  quarters  or  home 
office  use.  See  this  home  by  appointment.  www.257Surrey.com 


106  Edna  Street 


Stylish  Sunnyside  Home  Offered  at  $799,000 

This  chic  renovated  home  is  located  in  Sunnyside,  Glen  Park's  next 
door  neighbor.  There  are  3  bedrooms  and  2  full  baths  as  well  as  a 
formal  living  room  and  dining  room  -  along  with  a  more  casual,  light 
filled  family  room  that  leads  directly  to  the  walk-out  deck  and  yard. 
The  spectacular  renovation  of  this  home  includes  a  new  wonderful, 
gourmet  kitchen.  The  house  is  truly  move-in  ready!  The  huge  garage 
has  plenty  of  storage  and  parking.  This  is  a  must-see  in  person  home, 
but  for  a  preview,  visit  the  property's  website  at  www.106Edna.com. 
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Beth  Kershaw 

(415)  260-2321 
bkershaw@hill-co.com 
ORE  License  #  00876376 

Donald  Gable 

(415)  350-3854 
dgable@hill-co.com 

DRE  Ucense  #  01724961 
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«*  CHECK  IT  OUT  AT  THE  LIBRARY 


*  GLEN  PARK  REAL  ESTATE  ** 


With  spring  quickly  approaching,  for 
some  readers  this  means  spring  break 
and  travel.  I  have  highlighted  some 
===    travel    options  within 


By 

Denise 
Sanderson 


options 
our  large  state,  ranging 
from  day  trips  to  lon- 
ger visits.  The  Library 
system  also  has  all  the 
current  Rough  Guide,  Lonely  Planet, 
Frommer's,  Fodors  and  Let's  Go  series. 
All  titles  can  be  reserved  through  our 
website  if  they  are  not  available  at  the 
Glen  Park  Branch. 

You  may  find  inspiration  in  these 
books: 

ffl  The  unofficial  guide  to  Disney- 
land 2012,  by  Bob  Sehlinger,  Seth 
Kubersky  and  Len  Testa. 

SB  Four  Seasons  of  Yosemite:  A  Photogra- 
pher's Journey,  by  Mark  Boster. 

ffl  Yosemite:  The  Complete  Guide,  by 
James  Kaiser. 

ffl  The  Creaky  Knees  Guide  Northern 
California:  The  80  Best  Easy  Hikes, 
by  Ann  Marie  Brown. 

ffl  Walkabout  Northern  California:  Hik- 
ing Inn  to  Inn,  by  Tom  Courtney. 

ffl  Hidden  San  Francisco  &  Northern 
California:  Including  Napa,  Sonoma, 
Mendocino,  Santa  Cruz,  Monterey, 
Yosemite,  and  Lake  Tahoe,  by  Ray 
Riegert. 

ffl  Art  Towns   California:  Communi- 
ties Celebrating  Creativity:  Festivals, 
Galleries,  Museums,  Dining  &  Lodg- 
ing, by  John  Vallani. 
If  you  don't  want  to  leave  town,  you 
can  always  explore  San  Francisco: 

ffl  Walking  San  Francisco:  33  Savvy 
Tours  Exploring  Steep  Streets,  Grand 
Hotels,  Dive  Bars,  and  Waterfront 
Parks,  by  Tom  Downs. 

ffl  San  Francisco  in  the  1930s:  The  WPA 
Guide  to  the  City  by  the  Bay,  by  Fed- 


TIME  TO  MAKE  YOUR  MOVE  IN  REAL  ESTATE 


VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

VAWw.vanguardsf.com 

Kevin  K.  Ho 

415.875.7408 

kho@vanguardsf.com 
www.kevinho.org 
rj    Uc  W148SS12 


eral  Writers  Project  of  the  Work 
Projects  Administration, 
ffl  NET:  Not  for  Tourists  Guide  to  San 
Francisco  201 1. 

Or  perhaps  you  will  be  heading  over- 
seas? The  library  system  has  a  wealth  of 
language-learning  CDs  and  books  for 
all  different  levels.  We  also  have  two 
Language  Learning  databases  that  you 
can  access  from  home. 

Mango  Learning  has  38  languages 
including  Pirate,  Hawaiian  and  Urdu 
and  15  ESL  courses.  The  interactive 
lessons  include  such  features  as  record- 
ing your  pronunciation  so  you  can 
compare  it  to  the  lesson,  and  it  keeps 
track  of  your  progress.  Mango  also  has 
an  app  for  your  iPhone  and  iPad. 

Powerspeak  has  8  languages  and  two 
ESL  courses.  PowerSpeak  simulates 
gradual  immersion  through  a  series  of 
stories,  activities  and  interactive  tools. 

Both  of  these  databases  can  be  found 
on  our  website  (sfpl.org);  click  on  eLi- 
brary,  then  Articles  and  Databases. 

The  Community  Calendar  on  Page 
16  has  information  about  coming 
events.  To  learn  more  about  our  pro- 
grams and  other  library  news,  visit  our 
Glen  Park  Library  Blog  at  http://glen- 
parklibrarysfpl.blogspot.com/.  ♦ 

Denise  Sanderson  is  chief  librarian  at  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library's  Glen  Park 
Branch. 

GLEN  PARK  BRANCH  LIBRARY 
2825  Diamond  Street  (near  Bosworth) 

Monday  10-6 

Tuesday  10-6 
Wednesday  12-8 

Thursday  1-7 
Friday  1-6 

Saturday  1-6 
Sunday  -  Closed 


Eleven  properties  were  sold  in  Glen 
Park  between  November  16,  201 1,  and 
January  1,  2012.  That's  not  an  unusual 
—  number,  considering 
that  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year  tends  to  be  the 
slowest. 
Four  of  those  sales — 
more  than  a  third  of  the  transactions 
during  the  brief  period — were  for  more 
than  $1  million.  These  were  single- 


By 

Bill 

Berry 


family  homes  on  Beacon,  Elk  and  Laid- 
ley  streets,  and  a  two-unit  property  on 
Chenery  Street.  It's  encouraging  that 
the  homes  on  Beacon  and  Elk  sold 
promptly,  in  39  and  33  days,  respec- 
tively. Glen  Park  property  values  con- 
tinue to  be  strong.  ♦ 

Bill  Berry  is  a  Realtor  with  Zephyr  Real 
Estate.  BillBerry@ZephyrSF.com,  www. 
BtllBerrySF.com  or  378-7300. 


RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTIES  SOLD  RECENTLY  IN  GLEN  PARK 


Address 

Listed 

Sold 

Days  on  the 

24  Addison  St 

$849,000 

$830,000 

106 

285  Beacon  St. 

$1,980,000 

$1,950,000 

39 

664-666  Chenery  St. 

$1,300,000 

$1,174,565 

162 

1 844  Church  St. 

$810,000 

$825,000 

43 

537  Congo  St. 

$699,000 

$709,000 

34 

49  Elk  St 

$999,000 

$1,100,000 

33 

123  Laidley  St. 

$1,499,000 

$1,450,000 

66 

841  San  Jose  Ave. 

$598,000 

$560,000 

38 

843  San  Jose  Ave. 

$598,000 

$590,000 

32 

29 1  Sussex  St. 

$949,500 

$940,000 

29 

59  Whitney  St 

$789,000 

$735,000 

35 

GLEN  PARK 
STATION 

Tom  Coulter 

Notary  Public 

2816  Diamond  Street  •  San  Francisco.  C A  94131  •  (415)333-4633 


Worried  about  cholesterol  or  your  weight? 
Digestive  problems,  lack  of  energy,  depression, 
frequent  colds?  You  don't  need  expensive 
pharmaceutical  drugs  or  a  fancy  fad  diet. 

You  need 
nutritional  therapy! 

Ashley  Hathaway,  CNT,  CGP 
San  Francisco  Nutritional  Therapy 

ashleycntsf@gmail  com       www.sfnutritionaltherapy  com 
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SERVING  THE 
GLEN  PARK  COMMUNITY 
FOR  OVER  20  YEARS! 


Howard  Reinstein 

#7  Glen  Park  Agent  •  Top  Produce) 
415.296.2105 
hreinstein@mcguire.com 
www.howardreinstein.com 

iMCGUIREl 

R  E  A  L  E  STAT  E 


NO  ONE  HAS  SOLD  MORE  GLEN  PARK  HOMES 
THAN  HOWARD  REINSTEIN 

#1  Glen  Park  Agent   |   Top  2%  Nationally   |    More  Glen  Park  Homes  Sold  Over  $1  Million 


COMING  SOON 

Glen  Park  Victorian 


CALL  TODAY! 
FOR  ANY  OF  YOUR 
REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS 
415.296.2105 


JUST  LISTED 

217  Goldmine  $1,295,000 


JUST  LISTED 

51  Surrey  $1,495,000 


JUST  LISTED 

2775  Diamond  $790,000 


SALE  PENDING  •  MULTIPLE  OFFERS! 

47  Thor  $759,000 


Chairman  of  Sponsor  Development,  The  Glen  Park  Festival 
25  Year  Glen  Park  Home  Owner  |  Partner  Chenery  Park  Restaurant 
All  up-to-date  Glen  Park  sold  prices  are  available  at  www.glenparkneighbors.com 


1 00  Clipper  Street  howardreinstein.com 
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+  COMMUNITY  CALENDAR 


®Glen  Park  Association  ® 

Quarterly  meetings  are  held  in  January, 
April,  July  and  October.  Everyone  is  wel- 
come, members  and  non-members  alike. 
Annual  dues  of  just  $10  support  the  Asso- 
ciation's important  work  on  behalf  of  the 
neighborhood. 

Next   meeting:   Thursday,   April    19,  7 

pm,  at  Glen  Park  Elementary  School, 
51  Lippard  Ave.  The  agenda  includes  for- 
estry in  the  canyon  and  new  rules  for  street 
trees. 

@  Glen  Park  Festival  ® 

Sunday,  April  29,  10  am  -  4:30  pm,  Dia- 
mond and  Wilder  streets  in  downtown  Glen 
Park.  Dancing  in  the  street  is  just  the  begin- 
ning of  our  annual  neighborhood  street  fair, 
now  in  its  1 4th  year.  Read  all  about  it  on 
Page  6. 

®  Glen  Park  Farmers'  Market  ® 

Sunday,    April    1,    10    am    -    2  pm, 

Bosworth  and  Arlington  streets,  in  the 
BART  parking  lot.  Our  popular  farm- 
ers' marker  returns  for  its  second  season, 
every  Sunday  through  November  25,  2012. 
For  information,  visit  facebook.com/Glen- 
ParkVillageFarmersMarket. 

®  Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park  ® 

With  about  130  members,  the  Friends 
sponsor  a  variety  of.  activities  to  maintain 
and  improve  our  neighborhood  park  and 
enhance  our  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of 
the  city's  natural  wonderland. 

To  join  Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park, 
contact  Jean  Conner  at  584-8576. 
For  information  about  Friends'  activities, 
visit  http://bit.ly/glencanyonpark. 

Meet  behind  the  Rec  Center  for  these  educa- 
tional activities  in  the  Canyon: 

ffl  Meetings  and  Plant  Restoration  Work 
Parties:  Third  Saturday  of  each  month,  9 
am-noon.  Next  dates:  March  17,  April  21, 
May  19.  Tools,  gloves  and  instruction  are 
provided. 

ffl  Weekly  Work  Parties:  Every  Wednesday, 
9  am  -  noon. 

®  Glen  Park  Open  Garden  ® 

Native  Plant  Garden  Tour,  Sunday, 
April  15,  11  am  -  3  pm,  free:  Jeanne 
Halpern  will  open  her  hillside  garden  on  Val- 
letta Court,  as  part  of  a  self-guided  Califor- 
nia Native  Plant  Society  tour.  Registration 
is  not  required.  For  a  map,  garden  list  and 
more  information,  visit  sfnativegardenrour. 
org  or  call  510-759-3179. 

®  Sunnyside  School  ® 

SpringFest,  Sunday,  May  6,  1 1  am  -  3  pm: 
This  annual  event  features  food  from  local 
vendors,  a  student  art  show,  carnival  games,  a 
silent  auction,  raffle  and  live  entertainment. 
It  raises  funds  for  vital  school  programs. 


®  Glen  Park  Branch  Library  @ 

Denise  Sanderson,  manager  of  the  Glen 
Park  Branch  at  2825  Diamond  St.,  oversees 
a  lively  agenda  of  events  at  our  local  library. 
See  her  column  on  Page  14  for  more  details. 
A  full  schedule  is  always  available  at  the 
library,  and  all  programs  are  free. 

Following  are  a  few  of  the  events  planned 
this  spring: 

CHILDREN'S  PROGRAMS 
a  Baby  Rhymes  8c  Playtime:  Every  Tues- 
day, 10:30  am.  Rhymes,  stories  and  finger- 
plays,  ages  birth— 3  years. 

ffl  First  Fridays:  First  Friday  of  every  month 
at  4  pm.  Drop  in  for  a  crafts,  movie  or  spe- 
cial program.  Events  vary  month  by  month. 
For  children  6  and  up. 

ffl  California  Puppets,  Wednesday,  March 
28,  6:30  pm:  Jungle  Joe  will  perform  his 
interactive  "Animal  Trainer  Show."  This  is 
part  of  the  system-wide  Puppet  Festival,  hap- 
pening throughout  March.  For  children  of 
all  ages. 

TEEN  PROGRAMS  (AGES  12-18) 

For  information  about  these  programs  for 
teens,  contact  Maria  at  mbergman@sfpl.org 
or  355-2858. 

ffl  Lego  Challenge,  Thursday,  March  15, 
4  pm:  participants  will  construct  trucks, 
bridges,  elevators,  cranes,  bulldozers,  con- 
veyor belts  and  other  motorized  and  alterna- 
tively powered  contraptions.  Instruction  will 
be  provided  by  a  Legos  presenter.  For  ages 
10-18.  Space  is  limited;  to  register,  contact 
Maria. 

ffl  Teen  Book  Swap,  Friday,  March  23, 
3:30—6  pm:  Get  a  free  book — just  swap  us  a 
review!  Here's  how  it  works:  the  Teen  Librar- 
ian will  hand  out  free  books  to  the  first  peo- 
ple who  want  them,  or  until  the  books  run 
out.  You,  in  turn,  will  swap  us  a  bookmark 
review  by  the  next  book  swap.  The  books 
available  may  include  advance  readers'  cop- 
ies, new  or  old  titles,  nonfiction  or  graphic 
novels/manga. 

ADULT  PROGRAMS 
ffl  Five  Fabulous  Women  Artists  of  the 
1800s,  Wednesday,  March  21,  6:30  pm: 
Celebrate  Women's  History  Month  with 
local  artist  Marlene  Aron  as  she  discusses  and 
presents  slides  of  the  beautiful  and  inspir- 
ing art  of  five  women  artists:  Mary  Cassatt, 
Berthe  Morisot,  Marie  Bracquemond,  Eva 
Gonzales  and  Camille  Claudel. 

ffl  The  Cult  of  Beauty:  The  Victorian 
Avant-Garde,  1860-1900,  Saturday,  April 
21,3  pm:  This  presentation  traces  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  British  Aesthetic  Movement  from 
a  small  circle  of  progressive  artists  and  poets, 
through  the  achievements  of  innovative 
painters  and  architects,  to  its  broad  impact 
on  fashion  and  the  middle-class  home.  The 
diverse  masters  represented  include  painters 
Dante  Gabriel  Rossctti  and  James  McNeill 
Whistler,  and  designer  William  Morris.  This 
docent  lecture  is  a  companion  to  the  exhibit 


that  will  be  at  the  Legion  of  Honor  through 
June  17,  2012. 

®  SFPD  Community  Forums  ® 

Third  Tuesday  of  every  month,  7-8  pm, 
at  Ingleside  Police  Station,  John  V.  Young 
Way  off  San  Jose  Avenue.  For  details 
call  the  station  at  404-4000,  or  visit  the 
website  InglesidePoliceStation.com. 

All  residents  are  encouraged  to  participate 
in  these  informative  monthly  Community 
Relations  Forums  hosted  by  Capt.  Daniel 
Mahoney,  Ingleside  Station's  command- 
ing officer.  Keep  up  to  date  on  neigh- 
borhood police  issues,  get  acquainted 
with  the  dedicated  people  who  keep  our 
neighborhood  safe. 

Next  dates:  March  20,  April  17,  May  15. 

®  Music  on  the  Hill  ® 

Sunday,  April  29,  7  pm,  St.  Aidan's  church, 
$15  ($9  seniors):  Award-winning  women's  a 
capella  ensemble  Solstice  performs  classical 
and  world  music.  Information:  musiconthe- 
hill.org  or  820-1429. 

®  St.  Aidan's  Episcopal  Church  ® 

St.  Aidan's,  101  Gold  Mine  Drive  at  Dia- 
mond Heights  Boulevard,  offers  a  variety 
of  programs  that  may  be  of  interest  to  their 
Glen  Park  neighbors.  For  information,  please 
contact  the  church  at  285-9540. 

Food  Pantry:  Every  Friday,  1-2  pm,  for  low- 
income  and  disabled  clients  who  live  in  the 
94131  ZIP  code. 

®  Bird  8c  Beckett  Events  ® 

Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records,  653  Chen- 
ery  St.,  presents  literary  and  musical  events 
under  the  auspices  of  the  nonprofit  Bird  & 
Beckett  Cultural  Legacy  Project.  Admission 
is  free,  but  requested  donations  make  the 
series  possible,  and  your  purchases  are  vital 
to  keep  the  book  store  open.  Tax-deductible 
contributions  to  the  Cultural  Legacy  Proj- 
ect help  keep  cultural  programming  alive  in 
Glen  Park. 

Check  online  for  the  latest  information  at 
www.birdbeckett.com,  pick  up  a  monthly 
events  schedule  at  the  bookshop,  or  call  pro- 
prietor Eric  Whittington  at  586-3733.  Shop 
hours  are  1 1  am-8  pm  Monday-Thursday, 
10  am-9  pm  Friday-Saturday,  10  am-7  pm 
Sunday. 

SPECIAL  EVENTS: 

ffl  Sunday,  Mar.  18,  2:30  pm:  Jonah  Raskin 
presents  Marijuanaland:  Dispatches  from  an 
American  War. 

ffl  Sunday,  Apr.  1,  2  pm:  SF  Bay  Area  Wom- 
en's Poetry  Salon  -  Susan  Cohen,  Nellie  Hill, 
Lynne  Knight,  Jeanne  Wagner. 

ffl  Friday,  Apr.  13,  8  pm  -  Daisy  Rockwell  - 
The  Little  Book  of  Terror-  West  Coast  Release 
Party  for  the  artist/essayist's  new  book. 

ffl  Sunday,  Apr.  15,  2  pm:  "Recalling  Col- 
trane"  -  a  panel  discussion  with  Anthony 
Brown,  Leonard  Brown  &  Tommy  Lee  Lott, 


contributors  to  the  anthology  John  Coltrane 
and  Black  America  's  Quest  for  Freedom,  fol- 
lowed by  a  performance  by  the  Anthony 
Brown  Ensemble. 

ffl  Sunday,  Apr.  22,  2  pm:  John  Trudell  - 
Santee  Sioux  poet/musician/actor/activist. 

WEEKLY  &  MONTHLY  SERIES: 

u_j  Three  book  groups  meet  monthly,  at  7 

pm.  Call  the  store  for  title(s). 

•  Bird  &  Beckett  Book  Club:  1st  Thurs 
days. 

•  Political  Book  Discussion  Group:  2nd 

Thursdays. 

•  Eminent  Authors'  Birthdays  Open 
Reading:  4th  Thursdays. 

J3  Live  Jazz  in  the  Bookshop:  A  neighbor- 
hood party  every  Friday,  5:30-8  pm. 

•  1st  Friday  of  the  month:  Don  Prell's 
SeaBop  Ensemble. 

•  2nd  Fridays:  The  Jimmy  Ryan  Quintet. 

•  3rd  Fridays:  The  Chuck  Peterson/ 
Scott  Foster/Don  Prell/Ron  Marabuto 
Quartet. 

•  4th  Fridays:  The  Chuck  Peterson 
Quintet. 

Which  Way  West?:  Every  Sunday,  4:30- 
6:30  pm.  This  concert  series  features  Ameri- 
cana roots  bands,  jazz  groups,  world  music 
performers,  classical  music  and  more.  All 
ages  welcome. 

•  Mar.  18:  The  Bernal  Hill  Players  -  Clas- 
sical Chamber  Group. 

•  Mar.  25:  Two  Franks  -  The  Noah  8c  Jon 
Frank  Jazz  Combos. 

•  Apr.  1 :  Joe  Lasqo  -  Avant  Pianistics. 

•  Apr.  8:  Joel  Forrester  -  Solo  Piano. 

•  Apr.  15:  Anthony  Brown  Ensemble  - 
Recalling  Coltrane. 

•  Apr.  22:  Ferhan  Qureshi  (tabla)  &C  Mal- 
lar  Bhattacharya  (sarode). 

•  Apr.  29:  Bengal  &  Beyond  -  Jazz  Curry. 

•  May  6:  Macy  Blackman  &  the  Mighty 
Fines  -  New  Orleans  Gumbo. 

•  June  3:  Tango  No.  9  -  Original  Recipe. 

$  Poetry  with  Open  Mic:  1st  &  3rd  Mon- 
days, 7-9  pm.  Troubadour/Bard  Jerry  Ferraz 
hosrs  two  featured  readers  and  an  open  mic. 

♦  Literary  Talks:  Last  Sundays  at  2:30 
pm  (September  to  June).  Walker  Brents  III 
addresses  literary,  mythological  and  philo- 
sophical topics.  ♦ 


BIG  BASH  AT  THE  CLUBHOUSE 

Saturday,  May  1 9 

Back  by  popular  demand,  an 
all-afternoon  benefit  party  to  support 
the  nonprofit  Bird  &  Beckett  Cultural 
Legacy  Project. 

Swing  by  the  Miraloma  Clubhouse 
on  O'Shaughnessy  Boulevard  at  Del 
Vale  Avenue  to  join  the  fun.  Watch  the 
store's  website  for  details. 
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